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ture of Pennsylvania, in relation to the improve- | 
ment of the Alleghany, Ohio, and Mississippi | 
rivers; for repairing the piers at Marcus Hook, in | 
the Delaware river; for the construction of a United | 
Siates road from the arsenal at Pittsburg to the 
harbor at Erie; and against any increase of the | 
resent rates of potages which were laid on the | 
table and ordered to be printed. 
By Mr. DIX: Several memorials from different 
counties of the State of New York, asking the ab- | 


rogation of certain treaties with the Seneca Indians; | 


which were referred to the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs. aS es 
By Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana: From Louis | 
dela Housage, asking confirmation to certain lands 
in the State of Louisiana; which was referred to 


the Committee on Private Land Claims. 1 


By Mr. ALLEN: From Nahum Ward, treas- 
urer of the Ohio Company, asking the payment of | 
certain outstanding loan certificates; which were | 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SEVIER: From James Avaline and 


others, asking the adoption of measures for expe- || 


diting the removal of the Miami Indians from In- | 


diana, and to secure the payment of debts due by || 
said Indians; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Indian Affairs. © 


By Mr. WESTCOTT: From the executors of || 


Benjamin Chaires, Gad Humphreys, and Pedro | 
Miranda, asking to be allowed to locate a tract of 


bounds thereof; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


By Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the || 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred |, 
the resolution of the 13th January last, “ inquiring || 


what legislation by Congress was necessary to en- | 
force the provisions of the act of 3d March, 1845, 
for establishing a post route between Savannah 
and Charleston by sea,’’ made a report, which 
was ordered to be printed. The report concludes 
by saying that the committee see no occasion to 
recommend any additional legislation to enforce 
the provisions of the act alluded to in the resolu- 


tion. | 


By Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on | 
Indian Affairs: An adverse report on the petition of | 
John A. Ragan; which was ordered to be printed. | 

Also, from the same committee: An adverse re- | 


dered to be printed. 

By Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs: Asking to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of William Gen- | 


try and others. The committee were accordingly || 


discharged. 

Mr. PEARCE, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
to authorize the transmission of books to the Min- 
ister of Justice in Paris, in exchange for certain 
books received from that officer; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Library. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution, | 
which lies over one day under the rule: | 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be in- | 
structed to report to the Senate whether any naval | 
armament is necessary on Lake Superior, and, if 
any, to what extent; and what is the best and most 
economical mode of providing for the naval defence | 
of that part of the United States. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE submitted the following || 


resolution, which lies over one day under the rule: | 
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Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to report what progress has been made in the 
construction of fortifications at Key West and the 


timates for a rapid progress of said works. 
The adverse reports made in the cases of Wil- 
liam Morrow and A. R. 8S. Hunter, were taken up 


'| and concurred in. 


Straits of Florida, and to furnish the necessary es- | 


The report made in the case of Joseph Ratcliffe, | 


asking to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion, was also taken up and concurred in. 
On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the adverse 


report made in the case of Edward Bolan was re- 


, committed to the Committee of Claims. 

The bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddart and 
| others was read a third time; and on the question, 
Shall this bill pass? 

Mr. TURNEY rose to oppose the passage. 


jection to the passage of the bill, would prefer that 

it be passed over informally for the present, as 

many of the friends of the bill were not present. 
The bill was passed over for the present. 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON, not anticipating any ob- | 


| On motion of Mr. BREESE, the previous orders | 


the relief of the legal representatives of Pierre Me- 


were postponed, with a view to take up the bill for | 


_nard and others, of the State of Illinois, sureties | 


| of Felix St. Vrain, late Indian agent, deceased. 


and Mr. PENNYBACKER, the bill was amend- 
| ed, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


/emption system in favor of actual settlers was 
taken up in Committee of the Whole, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. BREESE, made the special order for 
the first Monday in March next. 


of Colonel William McRea, late of the army of 
| the United States, was taken up. 

This bill was advocated by ite BENTON 
and MANGUM, and opposed by Messrs. CRI'T- 
TENDEN and PEARCE; and, after the question 
had been taken on the amendment of Mr. Pearce, 
to make the pension date from the Ist of January, 
1846, and decided in the affirmative, at the sug- 


| gestion of Mr. BENTON the bill was passed over 


for the present. 


| 
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port on the petition of Louis Evans; which was or- || 


The bill for the increase of the navy having 
been taken up, 

Mr. WESTCOTT resumed and concluded his 
speech in support of the bill. Having on a for- 
mer day (he remarked) finished pretty nearly all 
| that he had intended to say in relation to the gen- 


| eral ore of the measure, he would now pro- 
| ceed to advert for a few moments to some of its 
details, with which he did not entirely agree. He 


| referred to the provision which points out the ma- | 


| terial which shall be employed in the construction 


'| of these steam vessels, and observed that he would 


| greatly prefer leaving it discretionary with the Ex- 
| ecutive as to what material should be used, instead 
_ of ordering, unconditionally, the whole number to 
| be built of iron, at least until some further experi- 
| ments had been made. 


| After proceeding at considerable length with an 


examination of the various details of the bill, Mr. 
| W. adverted to the necessity which existed for the 
| adoption of the measure. 
| passage, as before stated, considered as a peace 
measure; but if we were to have war, its passage 


ought not to be delayed fora moment. And he con- 


He was in favor of its | 


| 





| 
| 





Mr. BREESE explained and advocated the bill, 
cat Baas cook Se aiede ale + . | and, after some remarks from Mr. JARNAGIN 
and held under a Spanish title, agreeably to the | 


The bill to establish a permanent general pre- | 


The bill for the relief of Mary McRea, widow | 


TN 
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perative duty of preparing for war. Entertaining 
this belief, he would be in favor of amending the 
bill by striking out that part which makes it dis- 
cretionary with the President to order the com- 


| pletion, arming, and equipping of the vessels now 


on the stocks, and would direct that this work be 
commenced instanter, in order to give confidence to 
the people of this country, by evincing a determina- 
tion to be prepared for any emergency. Gentlemen 
of the Far West, with the exception perhaps of the 
Senator from Indiana, did not properly appreciate 
the imminent danger which hangs over the south- 
eastern coast in the event of a war. There was 
not a gun mounted on the whole line of the coast. 
In Florida they almost despaired heretofore that 
the Government would do them justice, there was 
so much of sectional feeling standing in the way; 
but here was a measure which was so free from 
anything like a sectional character, that he trusted 
there would be perfect unanimity in its support. 
It was a matter of national concernment, and one 
which imperatively demanded their attention at 
this particular crisis of our affairs. 

Sir, (said Mr. W.,) I have no feelings of friend- 
liness for Great Britain; none whatever. ‘There 
are reasons, perhaps, why, more than those of 
most men, my feelings oa be otherwise. Il 
will not subject myself to the charge of egotism 
by repeating those reasons, but I will refer to one 
of them. Sir, I saw the torch which wrapped this 
Capitol in flames applied by the hand of the in- 
cendiary; and although the hero of New Orleans, 
near the end of the struggle, in some degree aven- 


| ged the act, yetno American, when he reflects upon 


it, can fail to have enkindled in his bosom a feeling 
of resentment againt the perpetrators. Siy, | have 
no feelings of friendliness towards that nation; 
none whatever. If war should once be declared, 


| my whole soul and my whole strength will be ex- 


| erted on the side of my country. 


I say that I deprecate a war with her. 


Sir, I will not 
be accused either of being one of those who are 
influenced by any dread of England’s power, when 
I do not 


| fear the ultimate result of a conflict with that proud 


and powerful nation, for I believe that we can 


| conquer again, as we did in the revolutionary 
|| war and in the war of 1812; but I dread the effects 
| of war under any circumstances. 


I said, when I had last the honor of addressing 


| the Senate, that 1 would not express any opinion 


| and [ grieve, I lament to say, I 


as to the probability of a war; but occurrences 
since have changed my mind 2 that subject; 

yelieve the omens 
now are of war, inevitable war. Sir, whether 
the contemplated notice be given or not—wheth- 


| er we pursue strictly the course of policy indi- 
cated by the President or not—I fear there are 


fessed that within the last three days the aspect of || 


|| elements at work—lI fear there are causes which, 


whatever may be our course, will in a short period 
of time result in a conflict between this country and 
Great Britain. If we do not give notice, as the set- 
tlement of the country goes on conflicts will arise 
between British and American settlers, and those 
conflicts will most probably involve the two na- 
tions in war. I agree entirely with the honorable 
Senator from Michigan that this will be the case. 
On the other hand, if we give the notice, England, 
armed to the teeth as she is, may think it expe- 
dient to send to our shores the armament which 
she has been engaged for so many months in pre- 
paring; and the least hostile indication on her part 
will arouse within the breasts of the people of this 
nation feelings which are already sufficiently ex- 
cited. Is not the position of affairs, then, indica- 
tive of war? May not the honorable Senator from 


| the question, as to the issue of peace or war, had ma- || Michigan with much reason now say that war is 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy report 
to the Senate such information as may be in his 
partment concerning the fitness of the harbor at 
the mouth of Grand river, in the State of Michi- 
gan, for a naval depét, together with such views 


| terially changed. One means of settlement had been || inevitable ? ; 
| taken away—namely, arbitration. Theproposition || Mr. CASS desired to be permitted to set the 
| for arbitration had been refused by the Executive || gentleman right upon this point. The opinion which 
| branch of the Government; and, he thought, very || he had expressed in the early part of this session 
properly refused. He believed that the people of } had been called in question repeatedly, and there 
and comments as may seem to him appropriate rel- || this country would set the seal of their approba- || certainly seemed to be a strange misapprehension 
ative to the expediency of adubiehing, at that || tion upon the course pursued by the Executive, as || regarding it. He had been denominated a war 
place or elsewheré in said State of Michigan, such | disclosed in the correspondence which had been || man; he had been styled an advocate for war; and 
naval depot. | communicated to Congress. But, at the same || why? Merely because he had said he believed the 
The following resolution, submitted last week | time, he feared that course would impose on the |, danger of war was imminent. He had never used 
by Mr. Yures, was taken up and adopted: || representatives of the people in Congress the im-{!) the expression which had been attributed to him, 
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that war was inevitable. What he had said was, | 
that he was afraid that war would take place, and 
he would add that every day increased his appre- 
hensions. He might now, since the information 
called for by Congress had been laid before them 
by the President—he might now say that all that 
he had stated on the 15th day of December in re- 
lation to this subject had been fully borne out. He 
might now say iiess was then strong cause for ap- 
prehension, and that there now is still stronger 
cause. That the armaments of Great Britain were 
pre pared w ith a view of being called into use against 
this country no man could doubt. He would say 
to his honorable friend from Florida that his first 
impressions not only remained, but had become 
strengthened by the indications which had since 
exhibited themselves. Notwithstanding the mild 
tone of the English journals, he was not to be de- 
ceived by a few soft words im an English news- 
paper, It only went to show that the war fever 
was permitted in some measure to subside; but 
this circumstance offered no satisfactory evidence 
to his mind that the danger of war was more re- 
mote. But the honorable Senator was mistaken | 
in supposing that he had at any time asserted that 
wor was inevitable, and much more so in sup- 
vosing him to be an advocate of war. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he had not imputed to 
the honorable Senator a desire for war. He had 
merely referred to the argument made use of by 
the Senator that it would be utterly impossible to 
keep the settlers in Oregon from hostile collisions, 
and that this would very probably lead to war. 
But if there were those (and no one could doubt 
there were) who seriously apprehended that war 
was inevitable, it appeared to him that they, at 
lenst, must be in favor of the immediate adoption 
of this measure, not as a war measure, but one 
which, if the storm which threatened burst not 
upon us, if the peace of the country remained un- 
broken, would be free from the objection of being 
a wasteful and extravagant expenditure of public 
money. It was not as a war measure, he repeat- 
ed, that he raised his humble voice in favor of this 
bill. If the people of this country were armed 
and prepared at all points, from Maine to Texas; 
if they had a naval force superior to that of Eng- 
land; if they had an overflowing treasury, and 
everything was in the best possible condition for 
meeting an enemy, still he would consider the man 
who could do most towards preserving the peace 
of the country would deserve the highest reward 
which his countrymen could bestow upon him. 

Mr. Wesrcorr having concluded, the question 
was about to be put upon the pending motion for 
nostponement; when 

Mr. DICKINSON suggested that, as the chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs was not 
now in his seat, and would be absent the creater 
part of the week, the bill had better be passed by 
informally for the present. 

Mr. MA NGUM objected. 
vote should be taken. 

Mr. HAYWOOD said he presumed there was 
no expectation entertained by the honorable chair- 
man of the Naval Committee (who was now un- 
avoidably absent) that the question would be taken 
to-day; and he hoped, therefore, that the motion 
would not be pressed. He would prefer that the 
bill be laid upon the table, to be taken up again 
whenever it should be the pleasure of the Senate. 

Mr. MANGUM said he would state the reason 
why he desired that the vote should be taken. He 
was utterly opposed to the passage of the bill at 
this time, and he believed that was the sense of 
the majority of the Senate. He would vote against 
laying it on the table until the other question had 
been tested. 

Mr. SEVIER stated that he had conversed with 
the chairman of the committee from which the bill 
was reported, and that it had been agreed that it 
should be postponed until certain other questions 
had been disposed of. 

Mr. YULEE observed that, as he had urged 
the passage of the bill at an carly day, he deemed 
it proper to state that he was now favorable to the | 
postponement of its consideration either to the day | 
named by the Senator from Missouri, or to some 
earlier day; and he was so because the course of 
the discussion upon the bill had been calculated to 
confuse the Senate in reference to its details. He | 
was desirous that it should be taken up and con- 
sidered in a practical manner, and not treated as a || 
political question. His great desire was to increase | 


He desired that the 
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the strength and efficiency of the navy by adding | 


i 





. . . * 5 
to the steam branch of the service, if possible, with- 


out increasing the annual expenditure for the na- 
val service. 


He thought this might be done by | 


| 


giving a judicious direction to the sum eeey {| 
’ 


appropriated. He hoped it would be postponec 


that they might have time to consider the details 
of the bill with a view of so directing the applica- | 


tion of any appropriation which might be made 
as to ensure its economical expenditure, 

Mr. DICKINSON remarked that it would be 
somewhat unusual to take a vote upon postpone- 
mentin the absence of the chairman; and hethought 
itcould do no great mischief, at all events, to pass 
it by informally. 
place by Thursday. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said he was desirous of 
saying a few words in relation to this subject; and 
he would do so now only for the fact that the Sec- 


The chairman might be in his | 


retary of the Navy had not yet had time to com- | 
municate the information asked for by a resolution | 


which he had the honor of submitting a few days 
ago, 


formally for the present. 


Mr. MANGUM said he was desirous that the 


sense of the Senate should be tested now upon the 


He hoped the bill would be passed by in- | 


question of postponement to a future day for con- | 


sideration—not that he was opposed to the adop- 


tion of a suitable measure for placing the navy in | 
a proper condition, but there were gentlemen who | 
represented this bill as being a peace measure, and 


others who represented it as being a war measure, 
while, as he believed, a large majority of that body 


were utterly opposed to the course which the ne- | 
rouations had taken, and ar that portion | 


of them which was developed in the last corres- 
pondence. As he believed that the spirit mani- 
fested in that correspondence was not satisfactory 
to a majority of that body, he was desirous that, 
in the present crisis, if it were a crisis, there should 
be a distinct magifestation of the sense of the Sen- 
ate, 
that a system of delasion, which could not be alto- 
gether disguised, had been attempted to be kept 
up, in order to affright, to irritate, to arouse the 
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pressed his views clearly and distinctly, and 
these points he did not differ with the honorable 
Senator who had just spoken. Asa peace meas. 
ure it was entirely too large, and as a war measure 
it was too small. But there was something dye. 
emphatically due, to those who were engaged jy, 
administering the Government of this country at 
oresent; and so far from agreeing with the Senator 
in regard to the disclosures made by the last eor- 
respondence, he could see in the conduct and man. 
agement of the negotiations much to admire. He 
approved of the course taken by the Executive 
from beginning to end. 

What was it that had been developed? It was 
that compromise, that arbitration in every form in 


upon 


_ which it had been presented had been rejected, and 
’ 


| in his opinion, properly rejected. 


What was the 
great point involved in the proposition to arbitrate ? 
Had it come to this, that the United States were 
expected to submit the question of the integrity of 
her territory to foreign arbitrament? Did this Goy- 
ernment, he asked, stand in that light and trivia! 
point of view before the nations of the world, that 
it was expected to submit a question touching her 
rights to the dictum of a monarch? Much as he 
respected crowned heads, he would. as soon think 
of going to trial ina case at law before a packed 
jury. He would rather place his interests in the 
hands of those who had less affinity with the op- 
posite party. With respect to the opinion of the 
gentleman from North Carolina regarding the Ad- 
ministration, it was only natural that he should 
withhold his confidence. That Administration had 
been formed against the views, the wishes, and the 
exertions of the political church to which the Sen- 
ator belonged. Fre regretted to hear, emanating 
from so respectable a source, the remarks which 
the Senator hind thought proper to use. He had 


|, lived in pretty bad times, and had seen the Govern- 


He believed, and he spoke for himself only, | 


people of this country, while the man who is at | 


the head of the Government entertained no more 


idea of getting into a war than he (Mr. M.) did of | 


encouraging such a course. And he would take 


the responsibility of saying (and such was the es- | 


timate which he entertained of the ability with 


| 


which the thing had been conducted) that if he had | 
more confidence in the sagacity and statesmanship | 


of those who have the control of public affairs, he 

would feel much less anxiety than he now felt. 
When this measure was introduced by the chair- 

man of the naval committee, it was very properly 


ators, on the ground that, if it were designed as a 
war measure, It was but a drop in the bucket. If, 
on the other hand, it were in reality only a peace 
measure, and all difficulties were soon to be set- 


| 


tled amicably, as he had no doubt the Administra- | 


tion expected, he was unwilling that the public || 


mind should be kept in a state of excitement, agi- 
tation, and alarm. 


i} 


a | 
He thought that, in the present state of the pub- | 


lic mind, they ought not to be discussing those lit- 
tle measures. If they were now in the condition 


which the papers recently laid before Congress || 


seemed to indicate, every man must admit that 


it was a more critical position than they had here- 


tofore occupied; and yet he had nota particle of 
doubt that the main cause which had contributed 
to bring us into that condition, was the mystifica- 
tion, the drumming up for effect, which was very 


early commenced, when no man even supposed || 
that we could get into a war for a slip of territory || 


at one end of the earth—when no man doubted 
that the affairs of the country, if entrusted to safe 
hands, were in a perfectly safe condition. 

He was willing, however, that the bill should lie 


upon the table, and he hoped it would never be || 


taken up until they had more light shed upon the 
position in which they stood. 

Mr. BAGBY said he had, ona former occasion, 
expressed his views in relation to this bill, and he 


would now have left it to take its fate, without say- | 


ing a word upon the subject, had it not been for 


| what he must term the very extraordinary remarks 


of the Senator from North Carolina. It was true 


_ the bill had been advocated by some of its friends 


as a war measure, and by others as a peace meas- 
ure. In both aspects of the question he had ex- 


ment entrusted to those who differed from him in 
political faith ; but, under that state of things, he 
did not think it his right, much less his duty, to 
express a want of confidence. He thought re- 
marks of that kind had a tendency to produce bad 
effects either in peace or war. It had always been 
his course to stand by the country, no matter into 
whose hands the Government for the time being 
might fall. He would agree that the bill should be: 
laid upon the table; and he would further agree 
with the Senator that it should never be taken up 
until there was an evident necessity for increasing 
the naval establishment of the country. He was 
not only opposed to the bill, but he was determined 
not to vote one dollar beyond the ordinary sum for 
the support of the naval establishment, unless a 


| war should take place, which he had not, since the 
| very commencement of the Oregon controversy, 
met by the Senator from Missouri, and other Sen- || 


believed for one moment would be the case. He 
| fixed his confidence upon the intelligence and sense 
| of justice of both countries. And he did not now 
think he could be mistaken in supposing that, be- 
fore the discussion of the question was ended, there 
would be a peaceable and amicable adjustment. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON moved that the Senate 
| adjourn; but withdrew the motion temporarily, at 

the request of 
Mr. ALLEN, who rose for the purpose of re- 
plying to one remark of the Senator from North 
Carolina. The Senator had said he believed there 
was amajority of that body who disapproved of the 
course which the negotiations had taken, as devel- 
oped in the late correspondence. 

Mr. MANGUM. I spoke with reference to the 
whole correspondence. 

Mr. ALLEN. I can only say I utterly disagree 
with the Senator, in the opinion which he express- 
ed, that there is a majority here who disapprove of 
it. And if the Senator wishes to try the question, 
let him submit a resolution. 

Mr. MANGUM. What I meant to say was not 
perhaps clearly understood. As it was said with- 
out any sort of preparation, I will repeat what I 
meant to say. I have no authority to speak for any 
other than myself, nor perhaps have Ia knowledge 
more than is merely conjectural as to the opinions 
of the Senate upon this point; but I do entertain 

the opinion most strongly that there would be found 
| a majority of this body who believe that the nego- 
tiations have not been conducted in the most wise 
and judicious manner. That is my belief. _ And, 
in reference to the rejection of the tees for 
| arbitration, I do not confine myself to the simple 
fact of its rejection, but I consider also the manner 1n 
which it was rejected as, perhaps, more objection- 
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Administration entertain the expectation that war 


will grow out of the agitation of this question, and || 


lam glad to hear the Senator from Alabama, who 
is very much in the confidence of the Executive— 


I am very much gratified to hear that he entertains | 


no expectation even now that it will eventuate in 
war. But what I complain of is the mystification 


that is kept up upon this subject. The whole coun- \| 


try is disturbed. _The business of the country is 
injured; the public mind is deeply oppressed with 
the prospect that is before us, while, as 1 believe, 
there will be no war. 1 expressed that opinion the 
other night in the presence of a Cabinet Minister. 
I express it again, and I beg his attention to it. | 
[Mr. BucHaNnan had been for some time in the Sen- 
ate chamber.) I will undertake to say that if forty 
men were selected, twenty Whigs and twenty Dem- 
ocrats, they could settle the question in forty days. | 
Believing the Administration to be perfectly patri- 
otic, yet | have not that degree of confidence in him 
who presides which would lead me to believe that 
there may not be committed a blunder which may 
lead to disastrous consequences. 

Mr. CASS. The Senator from North Carolina 
is somewhat mistaken if he alluded to any desire 
that exists on the part of the Administration to 
precipitate the country into a war. 

Mr. MANGUM, interposing, said: If the hon- 


orable Senator will suffer me to set him right, what | 


I said was, without intending any disrespect, that 
no man could doubt the course pursued by the Ad- 
ministration was one calculated to embarrass the 
country. I said also that I believed the Executive | 
had no expectation that a war would be produced 
by the agitation of the question. 

Mr. CASS said he agreed perfectly with the 
Senator in the belief that the Administration had 
not the slightest desire for war. 
from the beginning. All that the Administration 
desired was to promote the honor and the interests 
of the country, and leave the result to time. Wheth- | 
er they supposed that war would come in conse- | 
quence of the measures which had been adopted, | 
and reprobated by the honorable Senator, he would 
no take upon himself to say. ‘The Senator had 
reprobated the whole course of the correspondence. 
Now, he thought the verdict of the American peo- 
ple had already been passed upon the negotiations, | 
as far as they had been dislosed in the Message of 
the President. 
course. 

One other remark. The Senator from Alabama 
had declared himself opposed to the bill, either as 
a peace or a war measure. He was at a loss to 
comprehend the policy which would dictate a re- 
fusal to pass the bill as a war measure. How were 
they to be prepared for war unless a beginning at | 
preparation was made? It could scarcely be ex- 
pected that an army could be raised in an instant, | 
or a navy be built and manned upon the spur of 
the moment. ‘There must be a beginning. A coun- | 
try advancing in population and wealth, surround- 
ake the territories and possessions, he would not 


say of an enemy, but of a great commercial rival— || States Government and the British minister, he | 


a country penetrable at every point, having scarce- 
ly a gun mounted, scarcely a soldier with a musket 
in his hand—was there a nation, he would ask, that 
the sun shines upon that ever adopted such a course 
as this? And yet the gentlemen were for doing 
nothing because they could not do everything. 
They would not build a war steamer because 
they could not equal the whole of the British na- 
vy; they would not enlist a soldier because they 
could not have at once the army of a Napoleon, 
and overrun the world. Were gentlemen terrified 
at the idea of expending a few dollars? He was not 
to be scared or driven from his duty by the conjur- 
ing up of a panic. The Americans were not a 
poate to be affected by panics. Nor did he be- | 
leve in silent preparation, without giving reasons 
openly, fully, and candidly, ay, and forcibly. He 
believed it was their sacred bounden duty to let 
the whole truth be known. Nor was he to be 
driven from his course because it would disturb 


the business of the eneneny Business was im- || 
ere 


portant to every man, but there were other things | 


more important. The honor of the country must 


stand before interest; but honor and interest com- |, 


bined presented an array that could be superseded | 
by no consideration. 





_Did any man doubt the fact that very extraor- 
dinary pre ions are being made in England? | 
He reminded the Senate that he had, in a former | 


ae C 


able than the fact itself. Ihave no belief that the || 


They never had || 


The issue must be left to time of || 
| OREGON, 


| ever, was its substance. 


debate, quoted on this subject from the Journal 
des Débats, a paper conducted with wonderful tact, 
ability, and judgment. Umbrage had been taken 
by France at these extensive preparations, the ex- 
| traordinary armanents on foot, and the extensive 
Operations in the dock-yards and arsenals. But | 
France was told they were not intended against 
her. ’ 
When he considered the circumstance of these 
| most extraordinary preparations which were going 


‘| on in England, he was irresistibly led to the con- 


clusion that she was preparing to strike the great- 
est blow that ever was struck by one nation against 
/another. She was not going to overcome this 
| country, however. As for her overcoming, with 
all her force, and with all her bravery, twenty 
| millions of freemen on this continent, the idea was 
| preposterous. ‘There was no Englishman outside 
| of the walls of an insane hospital who would ima- 
| gine the possibility of such a thing. They might 
burn our cities; they might burn our Capitol 
again. But all that they had done before; yet 
Bladensburg. stands, the city of Washington is 
erect, and the Capitol is still here, bidding a proud 
defiance of every hostile attack. 
Mr. HANNEGAN asked leave to present a 
, resolution; but, 


|| On motion of Mr. J. M. CLAYTON, 


The Senate adjourned. 


| 

| 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

| Mownpay, February 9, 1846. 

| The Journal of Saturday was read in part, and, 
on motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, (its further 
reading having been dispensed with,) was ap- 
proved. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union; [but waved the motion for the 
_ moment. ] 
| Mr. ROBERTS asked leave to introduce certain 
| joint resolutions (the reporter thinks) from the Le- 
gislature of Mississippi. 

Objections were made. 


make a report from the Committee of Claims. 
Objections were made. 

| The SPEAKER said that the first business in 

| order would be the call of the States for petitions. 


| On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, the House re- 
| solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Trpsarts, of Kentucky, 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
| joint resolution of notice, and the several amend- 
ments thereto pending. 

Mr. T. B. KING, (who obtained the floor on 
Saturday night at a few minutes before 12 o’clock, 
immediately after Mr. Witmor had concluded,) 
rose and addressed the committee during the hour. 

He stated that, in view of the correspondence 
which had recently passed between the United 


Mr. POLLOCK asked leave, at this time, to. 


| (Mr. K.) should not offer the amendment (imbody- | 
| ing a roposition for arbitration) which he had de- | 


| signed, 


| minister, and having been peremptorily, and as he 
| (Mr. K.) conceived cavalierly, rejected by the Gov- 
| ernment of the United States, that mode of adjust- 
| ing the difficulty seemed to beat anend. Arbitra- 
| tion was one of the most ancient modes known to 
civilized nations of settling difficult and embarrass- 
ing disputes. It was sanctioned in all its forms by 
| the law of nations, as founded on the law of nature. 
It had been resorted to in all times by those who 
wished to mete out that justice to others which they 
desired should be meted out to themselves. 

The President of the United States had declared, 


| tion for arbitration. He (Mr. K.) did not quote | 
the words of the passage literally. That, 


Who had ever desired 





| any portion of the United States? No man had_ 
| ever made such a suggestion here or elsewhere. | 
| The British minister had proposed no such thing; | 
| and it was an insult to this House and to the nation | 


| —it was, to say the least of it, most demagogical | 


The proposition to arbitrate the disputed | 
boundary line of the Oregon territory having been | 
made in all its forms by her Britannic Majesty’s | 


|, on the subject. 


ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


' that our title is clear and unquestionable. 


339 


treatment of the solemn proposition submitted by 
her Britannic Majesty’s minister. In looking at 
the correspondence of the Secretary of State with 
Mr. Pakenham, it was, in his (Mr. K.’s) judgment, 
difficult to determine which of the two predomi- 
nated—the pettifogger or the bully. He would 
venture to say, that in all the diplomatic histo- 
ry of the United States no such correspondence 
could be found; and he trusted in God, for the 
honor and dignity, and character of the country, 
that no correspondence of a similar kind would 
ever again be known in our annals. Mr. K, pro- 
ceeded to examine the recent propositions of arbi- 
tration, to show the propriety of a resort to such 
a mode of settlement; the benefits that would re- 
sult from it; and the responsibility which its rejec- 
tion would impose on the Administration for the 
consequences that might result. He contended, 
by reference to the character of the correspond- 
ence, that 1t was evidently the design of the Presi- 
dent (if his design could be inferred from that cor- 
respondence) to appeal to the arbitrament of the 
sword, 

Mr. K. then proceeded to inquire how long it 
was since the discovery had been made that the 
title to this territory was clear and unquestionable; 
and to trace the assertion of that title to the Balti- 
more convention, and to the Inaugural Address of 
the President of the United States, which came 
upon us like a clap of thunder in a clear sky. 
W here had the President derived his authority for 
a declaration which, if he intended should be taken 
literally, was untrue? If he intended merely to 
assert it as his own opinion, he had very lame 
authority for it. Mr. K. then referred to the ne- 
gotiation which had taken place between the two 
Governments, with a view to show that we had 
ourselves acknowledged that Great Britain had 
rights in Oregon, and to demonstrate the inconsist- 
ency of making such a declaration as that made by 
the President, and of their offering to divide the 
territory almost in half. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, (continued Mr. K.,) 
I should like, with all respect and deference to the 
learned and venerable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Apams,] to ask hima a I desire 
to ask what his opinion is—whether, in his judg- 
ment, our title to the entirety of the Oregon terri- 
tory is * clear and unquestionable?” 

Mr. ADAMS (the floor having been yielded for 
the purpose) said: To say that the title is clear 
and unquestionable, is to say that which is suscep- 
tible of two meanings—one relating solely to the 
question of right and wrong, and the other relating 
to the opinions of others. According to the con- 
struction we give to ** clear and indisputable,” in 
relation to the question of right and wrong, I say 
I will 
add one or two words more. That our title in the 
Oregon territory is not indisputable or clear, is an- 
swered plainly in the fact that it is disputed. ‘The 


|, gentleman has told us that it has been dispated for 


twenty-seven years. [ cannot deny it. But if 
everything which is disputed by the Government 


| of Great Britain is indisputable, then I should be 
_ under the necessity of changing the meaning of the 


word. 

Mr. KING inquired why the gentleman had 
not given that definition when he was Secretary 
of State; and proceeded to comment on the part 
which that gentleman had taken in the negotiation 
He (Mr. K.) did not pretend to 


|| decide to what extent our title was clear and in- 


or permitted his Secretary of State to declare, that |, 
| the territory of the United States was not a ques- | 


| 
Oow- | 


the President to submit to arbitration the acknowl- | 
edged rights, the clearly undisputed territory, of | 


disputable; but he did suppose that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, with all his experience, had 
some knowledge of what our claim was, and upon 
his opinion he (Mr. K.) had relied much in form- 


| ing his own. 


Mr. K. then referred to the connexion which 


had, most perniciously, been given to this question 
_by reason of its forced connexion with party poli- 
| ties, and to the new element of fanaticism which 


had been thrown into it. eee the tariff, he 
adverted to the proposition of Mr. Wentworth, 
that no eresaiiiion for arbitration should be ac- 
cepted until Great Britain had permanently open- 


_ed her ports to our breadstuffs; or, in other words, 


had repealed her corn-laws. The best state ot 
things for the American grain-grower was that 
which now existed. The repeal of the corn-laws 
would enable the grain of the Baltic and the Black 
sea to come in competition with that from the 
western States; whereas now, the grain found a 
market through the colonial ports, and had a mo- 
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nopoly in the British ports. 
than madness in us to desire a repeal of these laws. 

At this point of his argument, his hour expired. 

Mr. ADAMS said, the occasion on which he had 
spoken, which, in the estimation of his excellent 
friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. J. R. Incersou.,] 
should have taken away from him (Mr. A.) the 
richt of addressing this committee at this time, and 
which, he believed, was the only occasion on which 
he had addressed this House at this session at all, 
was upon the bill reported here from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, for the purpose of raising 
two obditioadl vogintate for the army. It was so 
far from being the question now before the com- 
mittee, that the main drift of the few observations 
he had then submitted, was a complaint that he 
had understood, by a general repert current 
throughout the city, that the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs had determined not to report the notice 
which was now before the House. Upon that oe- 
easion, the chairman of that committee [Mr. C. J. 
INGERSOLL] stated that no such determination had 
absolutely been taken, and that no member of that 
committee had been authorized to make sucha 
declaration to this House. Whereupon, it might 
be within the remembrance of some of the mem- 
bers of this committee, if not all of them, that he 
(Mr. A.) stated that he was very glad to hear it, 
and he hoped that within the course of a very few 
days that report would be made, and that it would 
be made the first subject of consideration in this 
House, as one of many highly important measures 
which would necessarily follow, if that should be 
adopted. Sir, (said Mr. A.,) to my great gratifi- 


cation, within three days after that time, that re- | 


port was made by the chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs; and, as I then expressed my 
desire, it has been the first subject of material im- 
portance taken up by this House, and under their 
consideration from hie to day to the present. At 
that time, when I addressed the House, sir, I stated 
that I was notin a condition to address this House 
for any length of time—that I had neither the power 
of body or of mind; and now, the situation under 
which I rise, for various reasons not necessary for 
me to detail to the House, make me far more in- 
competent to address this committee than I was 
then, upon any subject whatever, for any length 
of time. 


Sir, (said Mr. A.,) at that time I stated express- 


ly that, after great deliberation and with great re- 
luctance, I had twelve months ago declared to this 
House that my mind was made up that the time 
was come for giving to Great Britain the notice of 
the termination of the convention of the year 1827 
at the expiration of twelve months; that I so con- 
tinued then of the same opinion, and was ready 
for passing any resolution for giving that notice.” 
Sir, since that time this House has been engaged 
with all the ability—I must say unsurpassable— 
and with all the patriotism, unsurpassed, as I be- 
lieve, by any people on the face of the world, in 
the consideration of that very question. I have 
endeavored to keep my mind as far as possible as 
impartial on this subject as if it had not bees made 
up before; I have listened with attention—all the 
attention I could command—to the speakers on 
both sides of the question; and if my mind had not 


been made up in the most positive and inflexible | 


manner to the opinion that time was come for the 
notice to be given to Great Britain, I do not know 
what would have been the result of this debate 
upon my mind. I mean to say that everything in 
the nature of argument, everything in the nature 


of fact, everything that can have the power of per- 


suasion upon the human mind, has been in my 
opinien, brought forward and laid t 
House in this debate; and I say, not upon one side 
of the question, but upon the other. cannot un- 
dertake to draw the balance of ability between the 
arguments on the two sides; but I say that, in my 
estimation, there never was a debate in a delibera- 
tive body where a subject has been more thorough- 
ly and more completely exhausted than this has 
been. It has left me, sir, where I was; it has left 
me with a conviction, fortified by all that has been 
said in this deliberation, that the time has come 
for giving this notice to the Government of Great 
Britain; that the convention of 1827 shall be ter- 
minated at the expiration of the twelve months 


It would be little less |, Upon this, however, I shall have but little to 


before this || 


‘say in addition to what I have said before; adopt- 
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ing as far as the committee will permit all the ar- | 
guments of all gentlemen who have maintained the | 


same side of the question. But, sir, in the course 
of this debate, even before what has fallen from 


the honorable gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Kine] | 
ees I think I have heard a number of gentlemen 


who have spoken, drawn rather too much into per- 
sonalities upon this question. I have been charged 


even before this day with inconsistency in my | 


own course; and sometimes it has been intimated 
that I have been actuated by motives not of the 
purest and most patriotic kind for having at a for- 
mer time entertained the opinion that Great Brit- 
ain has some right upon this question. 

Mr A. proceeded to notice these personal allu- 
sions, and to present his interpretation of the sub- 
sisting convention between Great Britain and the 
United States. The situation of his health (he 
said) was such that he must ask an apology from 
this committee for anything desultory which it was 
possible he might say, for reasons with which he 
should not trouble the committee. He had recent- 
ly within a few days past been urged by a number 
of his friends to say something of the reasons why 
the termination of this convention should take 

lace; but feeling the extreme burden under which 
S labored in addressing the committee, he had 


come into this House rather despairing of his op- | 


vortunity for taking any part in this debate. And 
* should not now have attempted it, had it not 
been for the personal appeal made to him—he con- 
fessed in a manner which surprised him—from a 
gentleman with whom his relations had always 
been of the most friendly character, and who hith- 
erto has observed the rules which that friendly 
relation preseribed. That gentieman commenced, 
by what he conceived to be a disorderly appeal to 
him, (Mr. A.,) contrary to, and in violation of, 
the rules of this House, by putting a question to 


him (Mr. A.) instead of addressing the Chair, or | 


at least, of addressing the Chair, and stating that 
he had a question to put to him, (Mr. A.) What 
right had the gentleman to ask him any question? 

Mr. KING rose for explanation, and Mr. A. 
yielding the floor, stated that he had addressed the 
Chair, saying, with all due respect, he should like 
to ask the honorable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts a question. The Chair made no objection, 


and, as he conceived, assented, and he (Mr. K.) 


propounded it. He did not think there was any- 


thing unparliamentary or disrespectful in it; he | 
certainly intended nothing disrespectful to the gen- 


tleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. ADAMS (resuming.) I believe the gentle- 
man that he did not intend anything disrespectful, 
and perhaps nothing unparliamentary. Accord- 
ing to my ideas of the rules of this House, it was 
unparliamentary, though I did not understand it 
to be intended as disrespectful, and therefore I an- 
swered the question. I answered it as specifically, 
as undisguisedly, as clearly as my heart and mind 
could permit me to;andthenhe said * * # 


{This portion of the sentence was lost to the re- | 


porter. | 


I think he might have concluded, from what he | 


knew of me before that time, what my position was; 
and he might have made any argument he thought 


inferrible from it, without making that direct per- | 


sonal appeal. I refer to this now because, as I said 


before, it is perhaps the final and the only reason || 


why I venture to address the committee at this 
time. 
the House—I have said, in urging the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs to put us in a situation to meet 
the question, that I was ready to vote for the notice 
| to Great Britain to terminate this convention. I 
_have not entered into all the reasons that have 


| necessary; I was willing to leave upon the balance 


—upon the arguments that have taken place on both 
sides—I was willing to leave it to the House, and 
to say “tay’’—yes, to say Se any of the 
propositions brought before the 

the convention of 1827, for which the largest ma- 


| propositions, from the direct, positive proposition 
|| reported by the chairman of the Confmittee on 


from the notice being given by the President of the || Foreign Affairs, down to the last of all, if there is 
United States to the British Government of the || any difference in substance between them—down 
determination of these United States to put an end |! to the last and most timid of all which have been 


to that agreement. 


presented to this House. The more positive, the 


I have said, before this question arose, to | 


brought me to that conclusion; I did not think it | 


| of the debate which has taken place in this House | 


ouse to terminate |! 


|| jority of this House can be obtained—to any of the || 











better suited to my mind. But, by way of a com. 
promise with the opinions of other members of this 
committee, with the desire that when we come to 
this important determination we should show as 
strong a majority of this House as possible, | wold 
vote for the least positive, for the most conciliatory 
that has been offered, or that can be offered. 1 wart 
the termination of that convention. As to the mode 
and manner of doing it, I am willing to do it jy 

the most conciliatory manner to Great Britain: | 
am willing to accompany it with all but a supplica- 
tion that negotiation may be continued between the 
two parties and brought to a successful result, | 
am willing to do all that, provided this and the 
other House of Congress shall say that this con. 
vention may no longer continue. 

Sir, there has been so much said on the question 
of title in this case, that I believe it would be a waste 
of time for me to say anything more about it, yy- 
less I refer to a little book you have there upon 
your table, which you sometimes employ to ad. 
minister a solemn oath to every member of this 
House to support the Constitution of the United 
States. If you have it, be so good as to pass it to 
the Clerk, and I will ask him to read what I con- 
ceive to be the foundation of our title. : 

If the Clerk will be so good as to read the 2¢:) 
Qith, and 28th verses of the Ist chapter of Gea. 
esis, the committee will see what I consider to be 
the foundation of the title of the United States. 

The Clerk read accordingly as follows: 

‘© 26. And God said, Let us make man in our 
* image, after our likeness; and let them have do- 
‘ minion over the fish of the sea, and over the fow! 

'* of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
‘earth, and over every creeping thing that creep- 
‘eth upon the earth. 

‘© 27. So God created man in his own image, in 
‘the image of God created he him: male and fe- 
‘male created he them. 

«98. And God blessed them, and God said unto 
‘them, Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the 
* earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the 
‘ fish of the sea, and over the fowl! of the air, ani 
‘over every living thing that moveth upon the 
‘earth.”’ 

That, sir, (continued Mr. A.) in my judgment, 
is the foundation not only of our title to the terri- 
tory of Oregon, but the foundation of all human 
title to all human possessions. It is the founda- 
tion of the title by which you occupy that chair; 
itis the foundation of the title by which we are 
now called to occupy the territory of Oregon; and 
we cannot do it without putting a close to any 
agreement which we have made with Great Brit- 
ain that we will not occupy it. 

And here I beg leave to repeat an idea that I 
have already expressed before, and that is, that 
there is a very great misapprehension of the real 
merits of this case founded on the misnomer which 
declares that convention to be a convention of joint 
occupation. Sir, it is not a convention of joint oc- 
cupation. It is a convention of Non-occupation—a 
promise on the part of both parties that neither of 
the parties will occupy the territory fog an indefinite 
space; first for ten years; then until the notice shall 
be given from one party to the other that the con- 
vention shall be terminated—that is to say, that 
the restriction, the fetter upon our hands shall be 
thrown off, which prevents occupation, and pre- 
vents the carrying into execution the law of God, 
which the Clerk has read from the Holy Serip- 
tures. Now, if this controversy in relation to 
the territory of Oregon was with any other than 
a Christian nation, I could not cite that book. 
With the Chinese, and all nations who do not ad- 
mit thé canon of Scripture, it would be quite a dif- 
‘ferent question. It would be a different question 
between us and the Indian savages, who occupy that 
country as far as there is any right of occupation, 
for they do not believe this book. I suppose the 
mass of this House believe this book. 1 see them 
go up and take their oath of office upon it; and 
/many of the southern members kiss the book in 

token, I suppose, of their respect for it. It is be- 
tween Christian nations that the foundation of title 
| to land is laid in the first chapter of Genesis, and it 
is in this book that the title to jurisdiction, to emt- 
| nent domain, to individual property, had its foun- 
'| dation—all of which flow heaes ether sources sub- 

sequent to that which the Clerk read. 
i ow I will ask the Clerk to read another pas- 
|| sage of that book; and that is, I think, the 8th 
| verse of the 2d Psalm. 





1846. 
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The Clerk read: 
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multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it, 


«8, Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen || was a grant from the Creator to man as man; it 


‘ for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
‘the earth for thy possession.” 

if the Clerk will read a verse or two before that 
which he has just read it will be seen to whom it 
is said He will give them. 

The Clerk read: 

«6. Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill 
‘of Zion. 


“7. I will declare the decree: the Lord hath | 


‘said unto me, Thou art my son; this day have I 
‘ begotten thee. 

«8. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen 
‘for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
‘the earth for thy possession.” 


That (continued Mr. A.) is the Personage to | 


whom the promise was made of giving the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for his possession. Now, the promise con- 
tained in that verse was understood by ail commen- 
tators upon the Bible, and by the Christian na- 
tions of all denominations, certainly before the 
reformation of Luther, to apply to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Then, sir, without entering into any long 
historical detail, by the Christians and Christian 
nations, (for he spoke now of international law,) 
the Pope, or the Bishop of Rome, was considered 
as the representative of Christ upon earth; and 


this verse from the Psalm promising the heathen | 


for his inheritance and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for his possession, together with another 
verse at the close of one-@the gospels, (which he 
would not detain the committee by asking the 
Clerk to read at the desk,) in which the Lord 


Jesus Christ, after rising from the dead, said to | 


his disciples, (in substance,) ‘Go forth and preach 
‘to all nations my Gospel; and I will be with you 
‘to the end of the world.’’ From these three sev- 


eral passages of the Scriptures, the Pope of Rome | 


asserted, and for many ages it was admitted that 
he had, the power of giving to any king or sover- 
eign to whom he pleased, the power of going and 
subduing all barbarous nations, and subduing and 
conquering all territory, either not subdued at all, 
or subdued by barbarous nations, for the purpose 
of converting them to Christianity. At the time of 
the discovery of the continents of North and South 
America by Christopher Columbus, this was the law 
of ssilenatearaes hristians, recognised, acknow- 
ledged, admitted; and when Christopher Columbus 
came, under a commission from Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, King and Queen ofCastile, Leon, and Aragon 
—when he cameand made his discovery, which he 
did in October, 1492, in the next year, some time 
in the month of March or April, 1493, the Pope of 
Rome—at that time authorized, according to all 
international law between Christians to do it—gave 


to Ferdinand and Isabella the whole continents of 


North and South America. He authorized the 
drawing of a line from pole to pole 100 leagues 
west of the Azores islands and Cape de Verde; and 
he gave the whole 100 leagues beyond, from pole 
to pole, to Ferdinand and Isabella, King and Queen 
of Castile, Leon, and Arragon. Now, do I intend 
to say that that is one of our titles? I must say 
it, although I think, perhaps, as little of it as an 

member of this House. But it wasa good title 
when it was given. It was the understanding, the 
faith, the belief of all the Christian nations of 
Europe, that the Pope had this power; and it was 
acquiesced in by them all for a time. That same 
Pope at that time was in the custom of giving 
away not only barbarous nations, but civilized na- 
tions. He dethroned sovereigns, put them under 
interdict, and excommunicated them from inter- 
course with all other Christians; and it was sub- 
mitted to. And now, sir, the Government of 
Great Britain—the nation of Great Britain—holds 
the island of Ireland on no other title. Three hun- 
dred years before that time, Pope Adrian of Rome 
gave, by that same power, to Henry I. of England 
the island of Ireland, and England has held it from 
that day to this under that title, and no other. 
That is, no other, unless by conquest; (for it has 
been in a continued state of rebellion ever since, 
and Great Britain has been obliged to conquer it 
half a dozen times since; and now the question 
is, whether Ireland shall ever become an independ- 
ent kingdom. Ifwe come to a war with Great 
Britain, she will find enough to do to maintain 
that island.) I do not think it of very great value; 
though I think it does not go for niuhine, Now, 
that general authority given to man to increase, 








| Was a grant to every individual of the human race 
in his individual capacity. 
that belongs to the individual, and was given 
| thereby, was a matter for the whole human race 
to accommodate among themselves. That is to 
say, in communities, communities were to agree 
together what should be the metes and bounds of 


that portion of the earth given them by the general 


grant from the Creator. When communities were 
| formed, it became a matter of legislation among 
them to whom any particular property—e. g. a lot 
of land on which to build a house—should belong. 
Any territorial right whatever, as between indi- 
| viduals, was to be regulated by legislation; as be- 
tween nations it was to be regulated by consent, 
by convention; and in that way the laws of nations, 
| as they are called, (which are nothing more than 
the customs of nations,) and the treaties and con- 
| Ventions of nations, have regulated how every spot, 
every inch of land, shall be occupied. And among 
| the rest, it is by these laws and regulations—in- 
ternal among communities and international among 
| nations—that you hold that seat, (referring to the 
| Speaker’s seat,) and I do not, because you have 
| it, elevated to it by the Jaws of the country, and 
no other man can take, except by permission, so 
long as your right continues. 
Well, sir, our title to Oregon stands on the same 
foundation. When this discovery of Columbus 
came to be a matter of great importance among the 


|| nations of the earth, other nations took into their 


| heads to plant colonies on this continent, and then 
came the question of controversy between them, 
which never has been settled to this day. Our 
| sequences of that state of things. There never has 
earth how these points shall be settled. 

There have been titles derived from treaty, from 


from which they have derived title to territory. 
We have been told here that our title to the Colum- 


is in consequence of discovery and exploration. 
Well, sir, that has been partially an agreement be- 
| tween the nations that they will say they consider 


maintain their authority. 


But that is not the foun- 
| dation of any of our titles. 


the colony of Massachusetts Bay, of the territory 


The same title was given to Virginia. The first 
| title to Virginia—I forget now precisely between 





prehended this very same territory from sea to sea; 


gave that territory from sea to sea. 
right had the kings of England to give by parallels 
of latitude from 40° to 48° for the colony of Mas- 


sachusetts, any more than the Pope of Rome had 
to give from pole to pole? 


But, then, the portion | 


that where a nation discovers the mouth of a river, | 
and explores that river to its source, then that na- | 
tion is entitled, and has been generally allowed, to | 


LOBE. 


question now with Great Britain is one of the con- | 


been any agreement between the nations of the | 


| agreement, from conquest; there have been sources || 


bia river and all the territory that is drained by it, || 


| 


Looking into Hazard’s State Papers, Ist volume, | 
I find there a charter from Charles I. of England to | 


what parallels of latitude it extended, but it com- | 


| and others of the charters of the kings of England | 
Now what | 


Well, is there a gen- || 


tleman in this House that does not hold to the | 
grants of charters of the kings of England to sus- | 


tain them in their right to their own territor 
the territory of Virginia were to be disputed—and 
we hear much about what territory is disputable— 
I ask my friends from Virginia where a 

go for their right to hold the lands on whi 
cities of Richmond or Norfolk are built? Why, 
they would go to the charter of the English king, 
James I,; they would go there; they could go no- 


where else, (unless they claim by right of conquest | 


would | 
ch the | 


? If} 


| lands on this continent; and even that discovery— 


that landing upon the territory—unless accompa- 
nied and followed by settlement, gave ne tite. 
Why, that was a very wise saying of Queen Eliz- 
abeth. What right had she herself to give any 
ortion of this territory any more than the Pope of 
Rome ? 

Coming down to this pretended principle, that 
the discovery of the mouth of a river gives title to 
all the land watered by that river and its tributa- 
ries—and this is the ground on which we contend 
that the Mississippi valley, among the rest, belongs 
to us—that title is a parcel of the rights by which 
you hold that seat, and by which all preperty is 
held. This charter of Charles I., to the colony of 
Massachusetts Bay, gives from 40 to 48 degrees of 
latitude, without reference to any rivers. The 
kings of England, following the example of the 
Pope of Rome, undertook to grant lands all over 
this continent, and upon such terms as they thought 
proper. When they found the mouth of a river, 
and it was for their interest to claim the territory 
watered by that river, they claimed it. Louis XIV. 
gave to Crozart—and that is the title by which we 
sull hold that country—he gave him no land, but 
gavg him merely the power to trade with the Mis- 
sissippi river and all its tributaries, because that 
river had been discovered by French subjects many 
years before coming from Canada. 

All these titles are imperfect. Discovery is, 
therefore, no title of itself. The discovery of a 
river and of land is no title of itself. Exploration 
comes next. That gives something more of a title. 
Continuity and contiguity both concur to give a 
title. They are none of them perfect in them- 
selves. ‘There is nothing complete in the way of 
title, but actual possession; and that is the only 
thing we now want, to have a perfect, clear, in- 

| disputable, and undoubted right to the territory of 
Oregon. It is possession; it is occupation, if you 
| please. Well, sir, we have made two conventions 
| with Great Britain—one in 1818, one in 1827—by 
which we have not agreed to any thing like joint 
occupation. Sir, in the days of Sir John Falstaff, 
so facetiously alluded to by the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Srarkweatuer] the other day, he says, 
‘‘a captain! these villains will make the word 
captain as odious as the word occupy, which was 
an excellent good word before it was ill-sorted.”’ 
Now this ‘‘ occupation’’ is as ** odious’’ in some 
parts as Sir John Falstaff said the word ‘ occu- 
»y’’ was in his time, after it had been ‘‘ill-sorted.”’ 
here is no occupation now Occupation is the 
thing we want. Occupation is what I am for put- 
ting an end to that convention for; because it says 


|| we shall not occupy that territory. 
between latitude 40° and 48°, and from sea to sea. | 


That was no longer ago than the time of Charles I. | 


The gentleman from Georgia, in his personal 
/ remarks to me, has thought proper to call upon 

me to say why, in 1818 and again in 1827, I was 
willing to agree to this convention with Great Brit- 
ain, while | now pretend to say we ‘have a right 
to the whole of Oregon. Why, I will tell the gen- 
tleman and this House. 

Mr. KING (Mr. A. yielding the floor) ex- 
plained, that he had asked the gentleman why he 
did not enter a protest against the claim asserted 
by Great Britain, if he believed that we had the 
right to the whole territory. 

Mr. ADAMS, (continuing.) I will endeavor 
to answer the gentleman, according to his own 
idea, why I did not enter a protest. In the first in- 
stance, it was in a subordinate capacity that I act- 
ed as Secretary of State, under a most excellent 
man, whose memory I shall always retain with 
veneration—James Monroe, the President of the 
United States; and, in the second place, when I 


| held the office of President of the United States, I 
|| did make the protest in the convention itself. If 


under the Declaration of Independence, as they | 


might possibly do.) There is the title. 
this very day there is a controversy now going on 
before the highest judicial tribunal of our country, 
sitting in this Capitol, between Massachusetts, my 
dearly beloved State, and Rhode Island, which I 
love almost as well, as to which of them three or 
four towns belong by the charter of William and 
Mary, king and queen of England—usurpers by 
| the way. What right had they t give away any 


Why, at | 


of the territory? I have seen it written, and I be- | 


| lieve I have heard in this House, that upon some 
| controversy between the Spanish ambassador and 


| Queen Elizabeth, Queen Elizabeth very learnedly | 
| said, that the Pope had no right to give away the || ¢ tracting parties may have to any part 


the gentleman will read the convention over again, 
he will see a formal protest against the claim of 
Great Britain. The third article of the conven- 
_ tion of 1818 is as follows: 
‘‘It is agreed that any country that may be 
‘claimed by either party on the northwest coast 
‘ of America, Westward of the Stony mountains, 
‘ shall, togethergwith its harbors, bays, and creeks, 
| and the Pevidition of all rivers within the same, 
‘bs free and open for the term of ten years'from 
‘ the date of the signature of the present conven- 
|‘ tion, to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of the 


|| *two Powers; it being well understood that this 


‘of any claim which either of the two con- 


| * agreement is not to be construed to the hgh con 
of the said 
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* country; nor shall it be taken to affect the claims 
‘ of any other Power or >tate to 4 part of the 
‘said country: the only object of the high con- 
‘ tracting parties, in that respect, being to prevent 
‘ disputes and differences among themselves. ”’ ome 

Ie that joint occupation, or separate occupation ¢ 
(asked Mr. A.) No such thing. It is non-oceu- 
pation. ‘The territory is to be free and open to all 
the world—to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of 
the two Powers for ten years; and this convention 
is expressly declared not to affect any claim of 
either of the two high contracting parties, “*nor’”’— 
please to observe this, for | mean to draw an argu- 
raent from the wording here—*‘nor shall it be ta- 
ken to affect the claims of any other power;’’ “the 
only object”’*—now, sir, I give my answer to the 
gentleman from Georgia—** being to prevent dis- 
putes and differences’? among the contracting par- 
tics. 

That is the object; and that being the only 
object, and the article itself being confined to ten 
years, is there not adecided intimation that, at the 
end of that ten years, differences would come again? 
Is there not a sufficiently clear protest against any 
claim Great Britain may have? And not only so, 
but a reservation of the rights of any other party? 
Who was that other party? Spain was, and that 
is a very clear and explicit admission that Spain 
had aright in that country which was not to be 
affected. 

Well, this was in 1818. Now this convention 
was stipulated for ten years; and I desire this com- 
mittee to observe this very expression, showing 
that both parties understood that this question as 
to their respective claims was not to be settled du- 
ring the course of that ten years; but at the expi- 
raion of that term, that they would come up again. 
It was equivalent to a full, plain claim to the whole 
territory just as our Secretary is making it now; 
but it was said that both parties, not choosing to 
settle their differences, agree for ten years that the 
country, with its harbors, bays, creeks, and rivers, 
shall be open for the navigation of both partes, 
without either party claiming exclusive jurisdic- 
tion during that time. ‘That was all. 

But let me observe further, at that time, what 
was our title? and what was the title or claim of 
Great Britain? In that negotiation, and in the sub- 
sequent negotiations, down, I believe, perhaps to 
this very day, Great Britain claims no exclusive 
jurisdiction over any part of that territory. She 
herself admits that she has no title there; she pre- 
tends that she has none. But what does she say? 
She says that it is an open country; that it is one 
of those countries occupied, as far as it is occupied 
at all, only by barbarous nations—that it is a coun- 
try which is open to all parties. She does not 
claim exclusive jurisdiction. I promise you she 
will, if you suffer her to do it, before she has done, 
not only to what you choose to give her, but to 
the whole territory. But at this day she claims no 
exclusive jurisdiction over the whole country. She 
claims, and by virtue of this convention, to have 
the country free and open—that is, to keep it in a 
savage and barbarous state for her hunters—for the 
benefit of the Hudson Bay Company for hunting. 
Now, she knows that it would have no value to 
her at all from the day that it is settled by tillers of 
the ground. Itis abolished from that time by the 
nature of things. And therein consists the differ- 
ence between her claims and our claims. We 
claim that country—for what? To make the wil- 
derness blossom as the rose, to establish laws, to 
increase, multiply, and subdue the earth, which we 
are cenienael to do by the first behest of God 
Almighty. That is what we claim it for. She 
claims to keep it open for navigation, for her hun- 
ters to hunt wild beasts; and of course she claims 
for the benefit of the wild beasts, as well as of the 
savage nations. There is the difference between 
our claims. 

I hope I have satisfied the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, not only why I did not in other words protest 
against the claim of Great Britaip, but why, hav- 
ing agreed to that convention at that time for ten 
years, and afterwards for its corfjnuance indefi- 
nitely, until it should no longer be for our interest 
and our rights to continue it, I am now for putting 
an end to that state of things. I want the country 
tor our western pioneers, to afford scope for the 
exercise of that quality in man which is most sig- 
nally exemplified in the population of our western 
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us as a fountain comes from its source, of free, in- | 


dependent, sovereign republics, instead of hunting 
grounds, for the buffaloes, braves, and savages of 
the desert. 

Now I come to the second convention of 1827. 
The first convention was for ten years; and I say 
it was not intended by the parties to be permanent; 
but it was understood that there was a claim in ar- 
rear, which we were afterwards, as time should 
serve, and as circumstances should authorize, to 
assert and maintain. In the convention of 1827, 


please to observe the variation in the phrase of the | 


article— 

{There were but two or three minutes of Mr. 
Apams’s hour now remaining. } 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose and said, if the 
gentleman from Massachusetts would give way, he 
would move to suspend the rules, in order to allow 
him to proceed and finish his argument. 

Mr. Apams yiclding— 

Before any further step had been taken by Mr. 
INGERSOLL, 

Mr. TILDEN said he would submit that as a 
motion, viz: the suspension of the rules indicated 
by Mr. Incersou. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the motion to sus- 
pend the rules was out of order in committee. 

Mr. INGERSOLL moved that the cominittee 
rise for the purpose of making a motion to suspend 
the rules to allow the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts to proceed. 

At this point the Chairman’s hammer fell, indi- 
cating the expiration of Mr. Anams’s hour: and 

Mr. HARALSON rose, and was recognised by 
the Chairman. 

Mr. BAKER rose to appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, on the ground that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams] had yielded the 
floor for a motion that the committee rise. 


be a desire on the part of the committee to hear 
the continuation of the argument of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts 

{[Mr. H. was here interrupted by some cries of 
no, no.”’] 

Mr. H. continued. It is true, I hear an occa- 
sional objection; but I am only 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. I rise to a question 
of order. 

Mr. HARALSON claimed the floor. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. I see what the gen- 
tleman is going to do. I think we shall not 
differ 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the fentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Haranson] give way? 

Mr. HARALSON. I do not. Will the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Incerso..] hear 
me? I apprehend our object is the same— 

Mr. INGERSOLL. desire to be heard on a 
question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN requested Mr. I. to state it. 

Mr. INGERSOLL aka he was on the floor, and 
made a motion that the committee rise. The 
Chairman did not put the question. He (Mr. I.) 
apprehended it was irregular in the gentleman 
from Georgia (without any intention of the kind) 
to take the floor; and he (Mr. I.) had no doubt 
that the object of that gentleman was now the 


same as hisown. But he (Mr. 1.) had distinctly 
submitted the motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is not de- 
batable. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I am not debating. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania had no right to 











take the floor to submit the motion that the com- | 


mittee rise, 
Ps PETTIT appealed from the decision of the 
air. 

The CHAIRMAN said he would state the 
question. Before the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Apams 
hour had expired, the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. eed, rose and moved that the 
committee rise. The Chair decided that the gen- 
tleman had no right to make the motion, the gen- 
a from Massachusetts not having yielded the 

oor. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. But the gentleman had 
yielded the floor. 


Mr. PETTIT. I take an appeal from the de- 
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had concluded, and before his | 


inne telsionchaaiensnpanianlinnincibenibimatmmaaness ’ 








mitted that after the gentleman from Massachuy- 
setts had yielded the floor, a gentleman near him 
[Mr. Titpen] had moved that the committee rise. 
and the Chair, not hearing, probably, or supposing 
the motion to be out of order, had not put the ques. 
tion. If the Chair did not apprehend the fact, he 
desired now to bring it to notice; and if the Chair 
decided that the motion to rise was not in order 
after the gentleman from Massachusetts had yield- 


ed the floor, he (Mr. B.) must appeal from the 
decision. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts to state whether he did 
or did not yield the floor. 

Mr. ADAMS. I did, sir. 

Mr. STEWART. I distinctly heard the gentle- 
man say that he would yield the floor for a motion 
that the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not so un- 
derstand it; but as the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts asserts that he did yield the floor, the Chair 
will put the question on the motion that the com- 

| mittee rise. 

Mr. SCHENCK. f desire to say, that if the 

/ committee rise, I shall give notice 

The CHAIR. The gentleman is out of order, 

| Mr. SCHENCK, (completing the sentence,)— 
| that I will offer a resolution, rescinding the order 
of the House, closing this debate at three o’clock 
to-day. 

The question, ** Will the committee rise?”’ was 
then taken, and decided in the affirmative: ayes 
| 104, noes 87. 
| So the committee rose and reported. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. I now move the re- 





| scision of the rule for the purpose of enabling the 


' gentleman from Massachusetts to complete his ar- 
| gument. 


|| Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, and others, ob- 
Mr. HARALSON said that as there seemed to || ; 
| Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, asked the yeas 


jected. 


| and nays. 
| Mr. ASHMUN desired, he said, to move an 


|| amendment. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania [Mr. Incerso.t] move to rescind 
the order of the House, or to suspend the rule 
| which limits the time of speaking of each member 
| to one hour? 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I think I had better move 
that the rule be suspended for four hours— 
| Mr. ASHMUN sent an amendment to the Chair, 
(which was not read.) 
Mr. INGERSOLL. And on my motion I call 
the previous question. 
Mr. SCHENCK rose to a point of order. Was 


|| it competent, he inquired, to rescind a particular 
‘| rule without a day’s notice? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is under the im- 
pression that a suspension of the rules for a given 


|| purpose may be effected without it; but a vote of 


|. two-thirds will be required. ; 

| Mr. SCHENCK. The proposition is not to 
| suspend the rules generally, but to suspend a par- 
| ticular rule. 
|| The SPEAKER said, the case would not be 
| altered. 
| Mr. SCHENCK. 
| amendment. 
| The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 
| Mr. PAYNE inquired whether, if any proposi- 
} tion was introduced in relation to which debate 


I desire, then, to propose an 


/| was indicated, it must not lie over? 
| The SPEAKER. That rule, like all others, 
| may be suspended by a vote of two-thirds; and the 
| Chair repeats, a vote of two-thirds will be required 
|| to adopt the proposition of the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania. 
| Mr. PAYNE. Is not that debatable? _ 
| The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
| been demanded. ae 
Mr. R. CHAPMAN inquired whether it was 
|| in order, without one day’s notice, to suspend the 
operation of a rule for the session? 

[A message in writing was here received from 
the President of the United States, by the hands 


The SPEAKER. (Replying to Mr. Cuarmay.) 
The Chair repeats that it is competent, by a vote of 
two-thirds to suspend the rules. 


Mr. CHAPMAN. I admit it; but not for 4 





} 
| 
of J. K. Walker, Esq., his private secretary. | 


; r cision of the Chair, that the gentleman had not || given time. ; 4 
x territory, for them to go out to make a great nation yielded the floor. Mr. GEO. S. HOUSTON did not understand, 
5 that is to arise there, and which must come from Mr. BAKER rose to a point of order. He sub- '' he said, that a demand for the previous question 
4 


. 





1846. 


was in order to a mere motion to suspend the rules, 
He thought the Chair was under a misapprehen- 
sion as to the applicability of the previous question 
in such a case. ~ A ag 

The SPEAKER. The question is not debata- 
ble; nor is the motion to suspend the rules, inas- 
much as it relates to the priority of business, de- 

ble. 

= HOUSTON. Therefore, the demand for 
the previous uestion is not in order. 

The SPEAKER read the rule, and said the 
Chair would repeat that that rule, as well as all 





others, is susceptible of being suspended by a vote | 


of two-thirds, if the House will come to order. 


[The House tried for a moment to do so, but the || 


experiment failed. ] 


The SPEAKER continuing. No debate is in 


order, pending the demand for the previous ques- | 


tion. 


Mr. BURT inquired of the Speaker, whether a | 


motion to lay the motion to suspend the rule on 
the table would be in order? 

The SPEAKER said it would. 

Mr. BURT submitted that motion. 

Mr. PAYNE asked the yeas and nays; which 


were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: | 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, 


Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, | 


James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, 
Milton Brown, Burt, John G. Chapman, Augustus 
A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chipman, Cobb, 
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Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Dargan, || 


Garrett Davis, Jefferson Davis, Dobbin, Dockery, | 
John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Garvin, | 
Graham, Grider, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Hop. | 
kins, George S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, | 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, Thomas B. | 


King, Leake, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, McCon- | 
nell, McHenry, McKay, Marsh, John P. Mar- | 
tin, Miller, Payne, Pendleton, Reid, Rhett, Runk, || 


Russell, Schenck, Seddon, A. D. Sims, wg, i] 


Truman Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, Jacob 

Thompson, Tibbatts, Towns, Tredway, Vance, 

Woodward, Yancey, and Young—71. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, 


erhoff, Brodhead, Wm. G. Brown, Buffington, 


Wm. W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Cath- | 


cart, Clarke, Collin, Constable, Cullom, Culver, 


Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Darragh, De | 
Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Douglass, Dunlap, Ed- |) 


sall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Foster, Fries, 
Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harmanson, 
Harper, Henley, Herrick, th 


Holmes, Hough, John W. Houston,:S. D. Hub- |! were ordered. 


bard, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. 
Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Kennedy, Daniel P. 
King, Preston King, Lawrence, Leib, La Sere, 


illiard, Elias B. || 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
} 


_ pending to suspend the rules; and two motions to 


that the rule limiting the debate to one hour be sus- 


' tee would not, when the hour of three arrived, be 
| com 
Baker, Barringer, James Black, Blanchard, Brink- | 


| ed,’’ was taken, and decided as follows: 





GLOBE. 





Mr. PAYNE. I appeai from the decision. Can || Marsh, John P. Martin, Moulton, Niven, Parish, 
I debate it? | Payne, Pendleton, Perrill, Perry, Pollock, Rath- 

TheSPEAKER. No. The Chair will call the || bun, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, John A. Rockwell, Runk, 
gentleman’s attention to another rule—(i. e., that |) Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Schenck, Seaman, 
which provides that no debate shall be entertained || Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Simpson, Truman 
after a demand for the previous question.) ' Smith, Albert Smith, ‘Thomas Smith, Starkweath- 

Mr. PAYNE. Well, then, without debate, [ ap- || er, Stephens, Strohm, Strong, Thibodeaux, James 
peal from the decision of the Chair, and Idemand | Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, 


the yeas and nays, (which were refused.) | Toombs, Towns, Tredway, Trumbo, Vance, Vin- 
The SPEAKER stated the point of orderand his || ton, Wheaton, Williams, Woodruff, Woodward, 
decision. 


Wright, Yancey, and Young—126. 

So the rule was not suspended, 

On motion of Mr. BOWLIN, the House again 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Tipparts in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the joint resolu- 
tion of notice, and of the amendments thereto 
pending. 

Mr. HARALSON nextaddressed the committee, 
(in a speech which will appear hereafter in the 
Appendix.) He thought it would have been in- 
finitely better for the interests of the country if 
this debate had never taken place, and if the no- 
tice to terminate the joint convention of 1827 had 
been given according to the recommendation of the 
President. In such a course there would have 
been nothing looking like a measure of war. 

He commented on the recent letter of Mr. Me- 
Lane, detailing the conversation with the British 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, with a view to show 
the absence of every reasonable doubt that the war- 

| like preparations made by the Government of 
| Great Britain had in fact an eye to a rupture with 
the United States. He (Mr. Hi.) desired no war; 
his interests, and those of the whole country, he 


believed to be in opposition to such a resort. But 
pended until to-morrow at three o’clock. there were evils greater than war, and amongst 
And the question being taken on the demand for | 


| these was the loss of national honor; and he be- 
the previous question, the affirmative vote was an- || lieved that our Government would have been jus- 
nounced as 116. 


tified in suspending negotiations until an explicit 
Pending the negative vote— 


disavowal of the object of these preparations, as 
Mr. SCHENCK rose to inquire whether, even 


against the United States, had been made. 
if the hour-rule should be suspended, the commit- He spoke in favor of the notice, and expressed 


the hope that we might arrive at an honorable ad- 
| justment of the difficulty. But if we could not— 
the House had adopted? | if we were to have a fight for the country north of 

The SPEAKER. ‘That is a question for the || 49°—he was in favor of a fight for all, and nothing 
chairman of the committee, not for the Speaker, to || less than all. 
decide. Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL having obtained the 

The negative vote was “given up.” floor, addressed the committee. 

So there was a second to the i for the | After eighty or ninety speeches on this subject, 
previous question. he said it would not be necessary for him to oceu- 

And the main question was ordered to be now | py much of the time of the committee. He defer- 
taken. | red so much to the opinions of others who had pre- 

Mr. BOYD demanded the yeas and nays; which i ceded him, that he scarcely thought it necessar 

| to add anything to what they had said. Thoush 

acting as the organ of the Committee on Foreign 
| Affairs, it was a matter of perfect indifference to 
him what form might be given to the notice; but 


And thereupon the question, ‘* Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House ?”’ 
was taken, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was afirmed. 

And the question then recurring on the demand 
for the previous question, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked whether he was 
not at liberty to modify his motion? 

The SPEAKER said, Yes, at any time before 
the demand for the previous question had been 
seconded. 

Whereupon Mr. INGERSOLL so modified his 
motion as to suspend the rule until to-morrow at 
three o’clock. 

Mr. BOYD. If in order, I move to suspend the 
rules that the House may resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. There is already a motion 


that effect cannot be entertained at the same time. 
The SPEAKER was about to put the question. 
Mr. ASHMUN wanted to know what it was? 
The SPEAKER. It is on the motion of the gen- 

tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. C.J. Incersout,] 


lled to vote, in pursuance of the order which 


And the question, ‘*Shall the rule be suspend- 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Ba- | 


| ker, Blanchard, William G. Brown, Buffington, || it was necessary that the notice should be given, 
| William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Cath- |; for the reason that Great Britain had complete 
| cart, Collin, Cullom, Culver, Cunningham, Dan- || possession of a portion of the territory of Oregon, 
|iel, De Mott, Dixon, Douglass, Erdman, Faran, || and had expelled every American adventurer from 
|| Garvin, Giddings, Grinnell, Hamlin, Henley, Her- || it, as had been stated by a number of British au- 
rick, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Hough, Samuel || thorities. 
Ritter, Julius Rockwell, Root, Sawtelle, Sawyer, || D. Hubbard, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, C. || It was so stated in the article in the Edinburgh 
Scammon, Seaman, Severance, Leonard H. Sims, || J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew || Review on this subject in July last. It had aiso 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, || Johnson, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Lewis, Mc- || been stated, on the best authority, that the value of 
Robert Smith, Stanton, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, || Clean, McGaughey, Mellvaine, Barclay Martin, | the timber trade in north Oregon had been haifa 
Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benj. Thomp- || Morris, Moseley, Norris, Owen, Pettit, Phelps, || million a year. We had thus, by leaving Great 
son, James Thompson, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, 


Price, Ramsey, Ritter, Julius Rockwell, Root, | Britain in possession of the territo 


Lewis, Levin, McClean, McClelland, MeCler- 
nand, MeCrate, McDowell, McGaughey, Me- 
Ilvaine, Barclay Martin, Morris, Morse, Moseley, 
Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, Perrill, Perry, Pettit, 
Phelps, Pollock, Price, Ramsey, Rathbun, Relfe, 


for thirty 

Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilmot, |! Seammon, Severance, Leonard H. Sims, Caleb B. || years, given to her fifteen millions. We had given 

os Woodruff, Woodworth, Wright, and || Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stewart, St. John, || to Great Britain fifteen millions to expel us from 
ost— i 





| Thomasson, Tilden, Wentworth, White, Wilmot, 
Yell, and Yost—69. 


NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, 


| Oregon—the same sum which we had given for 
|| the purchase of Louisiana. He would say no more 
| about the notice, but pass to some of the corolla- 
Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Ben- | ries of the problem, which, perhaps, it might be 
i fuond taherhods icaheobcoegh,Eeedkend, || hedges induaoes on tee pate mange. te 
Sian town, Burt, John G. Chapman, Augus- || He would speak first of the peculiar aspect of 
tus wo may xt page Sneene: ee ror 2 _ pane, - it seein o-oo sg 
man, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, Constable, || and next, of the aspect which it had im res o 
Cranston, Crozier, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Jeffer- | our foreign relations. , Everywhere but in this 
son Davis, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dockery, Dun- |) country war was an executive measure; but here it 
| > dg nacang se sage 7 AH. Ewes ae || could ene oes? wae vot ogl — ter- 
. Ewing, Ficklin, Foot, Fries, Gentry, Giles, || ritorial treaties were the 8 slation in 
Mr. PAYNE said there was another rule, which |, Ghedoter, Gordon, Graham, Slee tinower, | every country where there is a representative Gov- 
read as follows: } Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harper, Hoge, || ernment. In England, in France, and even in 
‘*No standing rule or order of the House shall || Hopkins, John W. Houston, George S. Houston, | Germany, according to Mr. Wheaton’s work, no 

‘be rescinded or changed without one day’s notice || Edmund W. Hubard, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. | territorial change could be made by treaty in that 
‘ being given of the motion therefor.” || Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, George W. Jones, || Government without the assent of the whole sover- 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is aware of the | Preston King, Thomas Butler King, Lawrence, | eignty. 
= but has decided that two-thirds may suspend || Leake, La Sere, Ligon, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, | 


|| Entertaining this opinion, when the Texas ques- 
at, or any other rule. \\ McClelland, McCrate, McDowell, McHenry, | tion was before the House, he had ventured to sug 


So the motion was not laid on the table. 
And the question recurring on the demand for |; 
the previous a, there was a second. 
_Mr. PAYNE inquired of the Chair what its de- 
cision was? 
The SPEAKER. That it requires two-thirds | 
to suspend the rule. 
Mr. PAYNE asked for the reading of the rule. || 
The SPEAKER said it had been read, and the 
Chair had given its decision; but the rule could 
be read again, if no objection was made. 
And it was read. 
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gest to the Secretary of State that Texas could not | 

e annexed by the treaty-making power, and that |, 
it must be done by legislation. It had appeared || 
that this was the opinion of the President, who had | 
therefore submitted the question to Congress; and 
the vote in the Senate in support of Mr. Wesster’s 
call upon the President for information as to the 
state of the negotiation, and the nearly unanimous | 
vote of this House for a similar call, had showed 
that it was the opinion of Congress that they ought 
to superintend the negotiation. In his opinion, it 
was the duty of Congress to superintend a negotia- 
tion where territory was concerned. It was not) 
competent for the treaty-making power, in his 
opinion, to grant away any part of the territory 
elalahed by the United States up to 54° 40’. That 
power did not extend to the cession of any land 
which was claimed as a part of the territory of the 
United States. The ore treaty, which occurred in 
the Constitution, did not contemplate territory, but 
commercia; arrangements, and, possibly, bound- 
ary questions. But a treaty to give away half of 
the territory of Oregon would not be valid without 
the sanction of this House; and, a multo fortiori, 
the President had not the power to submit territo- 
rial rights to arbitration. The President had no 
right to refer a question concerning territory to any 
sovereign or subject. The President might nego- 
tiate, but he could not act without the sanction of 
a large portion of the Senate on any question, nor 
in regard to territorial questions, without the sanc- 
tion of the sovereignty. ‘The Secretary of State 
might therefore have said, in his reply to Mr. Pa- 
kenham’s proposition, that it was not in the power 
of the President to concede what he desired. 

When the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. K1na,] 
this morning read some passages from Vattel, in 
favor of the arbitration of territorial questions, it 
occurred to him (Mr.1.) that this treatise was writ- 
ten by a native of Switzerland, and was written in 
England; and that in speaking of the subject of ar- 
bitration the writer had reference to his own coun- 
try; for arbitration might be a very convenient 
mode of settling a dispute in regard to some small 
tracts in Switzerland; but in a constitutional, as 
well as in a physical view of the subject, a resort 
to arbitration in such a case was unsuitable for this 
country; it was unworthy of any country which 
could take care of itself. Neither the power nor 
the policy of this country would justify such a 
course. It had been urged in the course of the 
debate, that in the case of the Maine boundary 
question, arbitration was resorted to by this Gov- 
ernment, but that was a mistake. The question 
submitted to the King of Holland was a question 
of construction, not of territory, and this Govern- 
ment refused to abide by the award. This power, 
in fact, was never exercised by any President. | 
Here, Mr. 1. begged leave to say, with perfect re- || 
spect for the gentleman who smannuatel that part 
of Massachusetts in which Boston was situated, 
that there was a remarkable resemblance between 
the “civilians and jurists,’’ and other phrases which | 
oceurred in Mr. Pakenham’s letter of the 16th Jan- | 
uary, and the same phrases in the speech of that | 
honorable member delivered ten days before. He | 
(Mr. 1.) meant no harm when he suggested that 
the British Minister might have been indebted 
to the honorable gentleman for his opinions and 
views. 

He would now speak of the subject in regard to 
its aspect towards our foreign relations. It was to | 
be remarked, that in all free States—and most of 
all in this—there were other powers than the Gov- | 
ernment itself. This had been remarked in regard 
to this country by De Tocqueville, the best of the 
foreign writers on the subject of our institutions. 
Our own sovereignty consisted of associated indi- 
viduals, of minor governments—imperia in imperio 
—of States, corporations, and parties. It was vain 
to dispute that party had great influence upon pub- 
hic affairs in this country; and it was true, no doubt, 
that party had been influential in bringing about 
the present state of things. In all representative 
governments there were parties—pétties which had 
a powerful influence. In England, Sir Robert Peel 
was at the head of one party, and Lord John Rus- | 
sell of another; and in France, parties also existed. 
When the gentleman from Georgia spoke of the | 
party influence brought to bear on this subject by | 
the Baltimore convention, he said what was partly | 
true. Our chief magistracy was created by party, 
and therefore the assertion of our indisputable title | 
to Oregon was dictated by party. But there were | 
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two conventions at Baltimore, and one of them 
nominated Mr. Clay for the Presidency. If Mr. 
Clay had succeeded in the election, he would prob- 
abl 
in the same claim for Oregon, and in doing so, he 
would have acted consistently with his former 


| course; for he would show, under the hand-wri- 


ting of Mr. Clay, instructions given to Mr. Galla- 


| tin, claiming the whole territory long ago. There |! 
He did |) 


must always be parties in a free country. 
not refer to domestic and local factions, but he 
meant to say that the influence of party resulted 
from the establishment of popular institutions. 
He had been much edified by the discussion 


'which had taken place here on this subject, and |} 
he concurred with the gentleman from Massachu- | 

| setts, [Mr. Apams,] that every argument had been 

| presented in regard to it, and he did not intend to || 
repeat the views which had already been taken, | 

| He meant no offence or party crimination when he 


said that the present aspect of the Oregon question 
resulted entirely from the gross mismanagement of 
the party to which the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Wintnrop] was attached. But he would 
state facts, which for years had been undisputed, 
which would show that this was true. The posture 
of the present Administration would hardly be in- 
telligible, and could much less be vindicated, with- 
out recurrence to party influence, and to the rela- 
tion of parties towards Great Britain. The Oregon 
controversy, as it now existed, was the fruit of the 


false policy of the Whig party: and if war should 
result from it, it would not be produced by Mr. || 
Polk, but it would be inherited from Mr. Webster. | 
In the first place, the Canadian revolution and con- | 


troversy took place under the Administration of 
Mr. Van Buren, and he would say no more in re- 


gard to that matter now, than he had said formerly | 


to Mr. Van Byren’s face—though an admirer of 
that gentleman’s general policy—that he acted ex- 
tremely wrong on that occasion, in not resisting 
the illezal exactions of Great Britain. And he 
viewed that matter as a considerable item among 
the causes which led to the overthrow of the party 
which had supported Mr. Van Buren, of which he 
himself was one. 
the arrest of Alexander McLeod. What he in- 
tended to state now consisted of facts not yet gen- 
erally known, but which would soon be made 


| known, for they were in progress of publication, 
and he had received them, in no confidence, from | 
When McLeod was arrested, | 


the best authority. 
General Harrison had just died, and Mr. Tyler 
was not yet at home as his successor. Mr. Web- 
ster—who was de facto the Administration—Mr. 
Webster wrote to the Governor of New York, with 


his own hand, a letter, and sent it by express, | 
marked * private,”’ in which the Governor was told | 


that he must release McLeod, or see the magnifi- 
cent commercial emporium laid inashes. The bril- 


liant description given by the gentleman from Vir- 
| ginia of the prospective destruction of that cit 


in 
the case of war was, in a measure, eitapaial an 
this occasion. McLeod must be released, said the 
Secretary of State, or New York must be laid in 
ashes. The Governor asked when this would be 
done? The reply was forthwith. Do you not see 
coming on the waves of the sea the Paixhan guns? 
and if McLeod be not released, New York will be 
destroyed. But, said the Governor, the power of 
vxardon is vested in me, and even if he be convicted, 
1e may be pardoned. Oh no, said the Secretary, 


if you even try him you will bring destruction upon | 


yourselves. The Governor was not entirely driven 
from his course by this representation. 


district attorney who was to be charged with the 
defence of Alexander McLeod—the gentleman who 


| was lately removed from office—and a fee of five 


thousand dollars was put into his hands for this 
purpose. 


tice Nelson]—for the release of McLeod. The 


judge did not think proper to grant the application. | 
| The marshal was about to let him go, when he was 
told that he must do it at his peril, and that if Mc- | 
Some | 
here would recollect that Lord Ashburton arrived | 


Leod went out of prison, he should go in. 


in this country soon after, and was charged with 
the adjustment of all the difficulties pending be- 
tween the two countries. He would not now 


mities of the Washington treaty. He had often 








have been forced by public sentiment to put || 


Out of this controversy arose || 


he next | 
step taken by the Administration was to appoint a | 


Application was afterwards made to the || 
| Chief Justice of the State of New York—who was | 
now sitting asa justice in a neighboring hall [Jus- | 


well | 
upon what he would unhesitatingly call the enor- | 


Feb. 9, 


nee 
| expressed his mind upon that subject here. Buy; 
| that treaty was now a law—the supreme law of the 
|| land—and the matter was settled. He would re. 
mark, however, that by that treaty we gave up the 
right of search, we gave up the power of extra. 
| dition, in consequence of which a poor woman was 
not long ago dragged across the Atiantic from this 
country to answer for some charge made against 
her there. We gave up the northeastern boundary 
after Mr. Buchanan had, under a resolution of the 
| Senate, drawn an unanswerable argument, whic) 
| concluded by the assertion of the validity of our 
| title in the disputed territory, and after the Senate 
had unanimously adopted that conclusion. By this 
treaty, the good old Bay State, which he loved w ith 
filial reverence, was disintegrated, torn asunder. 
And even this was not all; for the British minister 
who negotiated that treaty, stated on the floor of 
| the House of Commons that England had no rig) 
Lord 
Brougham also stated that the British claim had not 
a single leg to stand upon, and that a certain map 
/marked, which was in possession of George Ili, 
and which was marked by his Majesty’s own hand, 
showed conclusively that the disputed territory did 
not belong to Great Britain; and he further stated 
that this map had disappeared from the public 
archives. 

These pretensions and taunts of the British Goy- 
/ernment had so much exasperated the people of 
this country, that they were determined to submit 
to them no longer; it was thus that the Oregon 
question became connected with the proceedings of 
the Baltimore convention. 

Mr. I. adverted to a statutory enactment which 
was the result of that treaty—a good law, perhaps, 
in some respects, which took away from the States 
| their criminal jurisdiction in such cases as Mc- 
| Leod. But in reference to its object, it was a piti- 
| ful, and, as one gentleman had pronounced it, a 

damnable law. The two Houses of Congress 
| seemed to vie with each other in regard to this 
| matter in the exhibition of fidelity to Lord Ash- 
| burton; and the bill which was brought forward 
'while Lord Ashburton was here became a law. 
One word more upon this subject. He would call 
| upon the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
| (Mr. Apams,] who had preceded him as chairman 
| of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to sustain 
him in some statements which he was about to 
make. Though Lord Ashburton came here with 
full power to adjust the Oregon question, yet it 
‘| was adjourned. It was a gross absurdity thus to 
separate the northeastern from the northwestern 
boundary question. They should have been kept 
indivisible. The giving up of one would render 
more difficult the settlement of the other. He 
would call upon those gentlemen here who were 
|| acquainted with the facts, to say whether he was 
right or not in regard to what he would now state. 
| Mr. Webster sent a note to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, asking an outfit and salary fora 
special minister to England, to settle the Oregon 
uestion. The committee rejected the application. 
| These were facts which no one would dispute, and 
|he did not state them from any hostility to that 
|| gentleman, whose abilities he had always greatly 
|| admired, but with whom he had never agreed po- 
‘| litically from the time when he first met him in 
| public life thirty-three years ago. 
|| He would call to the recollection of those who 
| read the newspapers Mr. Webster's Baltimore 
speech, made at the public dinner there given to 
-him, in which he strongly recommended a com- 
mercial treaty with England, and brought forward 
the policy of a free trade asa fair equivalent for 
Oregon. oe 

Then came Mr. Pakenham as Minister of 
Great Britain to the United States. He came not 
‘to settle the Oregon question; but, after having 
been fifteen years in Mexico, he was sent here to 
look after the ‘Texas and Mexican questions. 
Here commenced some difficulties in the party to 
|| which he (Mr. I.) belonged. The Texan question 

was a great aggravation of the difficulties with 

‘that party, and they were in this House almost in 
a minority upon the Texan question; and, 1! he 
must confess a secret, they were in a minority on 
the Oregon question in this Congress. That ques- 
| tion greatly embarrassed the party, and the re- 
sult was extremely doubtful when the vote was 
taken. But the annexation of Texas was car- 
ried, and that added to their difficulties. When 
Mr. Pakenham came here, he had in view 


|| whatever to the territory thus taken from us. 
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question, and the Oregon question was of minor 


: tance. ; 
a Upshur, after whose tragical death he re- 


sumed it with Mr. Calhoun, whose argument in | 


support of the American claim was masterly and 
conclusive, as his arguments always were. Mr. 
Pakenham proposed arbitration, which Mr. Cal- 
houn declined, considering arbitration, until nego- 
tiation was exhausted, as out of the question. He 
(Mr. I.) must be suffered here to say, that he saw 
with great regret that southern gentlemen, with 
whom he had so long acted, were marshalled 
against us on the Oregon question. In the whole 
history of the United States, but three territorial 
acquisitions had been made, and these were Lou- 
isiana, Florida, and Texas—all adding immensely 
to the power and influence of the southern States. 
He regretted to see a powerful combination, on the 
part of the South, against the first proposition to 
add territory to the northern States, under the in- 
fluence of a distinguished politician—whose lead 
he had often followed himself, and who had ably 
sustained our claim to Oregon. 


He would now come to the administration of | 


James K. Polk. He did not know what the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Kive,] who spoke this 
morning, intended by applying to the President 
the epithets of demagogue, pettifogger, and bully. 
He had, with a feeling of regret, noticed that his 
neighbor [Mr. Kine] had been for some time pre- 


paring a speech (and no doubt an able one) in | 


favor of arbitration, all of which the President’s 
Messave had knocked to pieces; and he was there- 


fore disposed to excuse the gentleman for some | 


irritation in consequence of his disappointment. 
Another gentleman had said that Mr. Polk was a 
fourth-rate lawyer. ‘This was very likely; and he 
(Mr. I.) knew nothing to the contrary, for he had 
not long been acquainted with Mr. Polk. But he 
(Mr. I.) had always understood that, according to 
the democratic creed, men were not much, but 
principles everything; and if the popular sover- 
eignty had been represented by Mr. Clay instead 
of Mr. Polk, the decision of the people would have 


become the law of the land. The Democratic | 


party (said Mr. I.) move in a mass and all togeth- 
er, and are less indebted for their success to lead- 
ers than to principles. Mr. Polk was fortunate 
in his Christian name; he was the third James 
who had arrived at the Presidency. He would 
eall him Jacobus Tertius et Felir—he was the thrice- 
fortunate James. Mr. Polk had come here and 
asked us to do a certain act, to adopt certain meas- 
ures; and if all these whereases which had been 
proposed were to be added to the resolution, they 
will add a parallel of latitude to our difficulties; 
they would bring down our claim to 489°, and final- 
ly to 42°. And this would be the result if we did 
not say to Great Britain that we desired to put an 
end to the convention of 1827. 

Mr. Polk came here, and in his Inaugural Ad- 
dress he said that our title to Oregon was clear and 
indisputable. In saying this, and in doing what 
he has done, he said and did what was, in view 
of the power of Great Britain, bold, and perhaps 
perilous. Let us not (said Mr. I.) underrate the 
danger of this course; but let us support the Presi- 
dent if he is right, and let us advise him to step 
back, if we do not think that the hazard is de- 
manded by the necessity of the case. He would 
not, he hoped, offend any one, if he should state 
that having some facilities for information in his 
prion on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, he 

ad reason to believe that the three principal Pow- 


ers represented here were combined against us on | 
He was not insensible to the con- | 


this question. 
Sequences of the stand which we proposed to take; 
and though he had no doubt or fear as to the re- 
sult, yet it must be confessed that our position was 
new, bold, and perilous. The question was, wheth- 
er the Webster policy or the 
more direct way to peace. ‘This was the first 
American step to pitt the United States among the 


great nations of the earth; which might fail, but, if | 


successful, would be incaleulably prosperous, and 
perpetually peaceable. Those who, estimating the 
danger greater than the result anticipated, desired 
to step back, had a full right to do so; but a great 
many were resolved to go forward at all hazards, 
and believed the hazard to be small in comparison 
with the object. 

Mr. I, believed, he said, that there would be no 
war; butif there should be, we must do as well as 
we can. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 


He commenced his negotiation with | 


olk policy was the | 
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| Wixturop] had given us a magnificent homily on 
| the blessings of peace, to every word of which he 
|(Mr. I.) said amen. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts spoke of the nonsense of the people as 
| being of potent influence; and the gentleman from 
| Virginia, [Mr. PenpLeron]|—whom he saw just 
| going away, and who he hoped would stop and sit 
| down by the gentleman from Massachusetts, and 
| hear a word or two—had said that he would en- 
dorse every word which the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts had said. [Here Mr. Penp.eton took 
,aseat behind Mr. Winturor.] The gentleman 
| from’Virginia had now literally placed himself, as 
he said he would do, in a position to back the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts. 
He (Mr. I.) was not much given to heroics, 
| but he had great faith in nonsense. The Win- 
throps and Pendletons of former days always ap- 
_pealed to the nonsense of the people, and acted 
upon it. When the Boston people rose and lynch- 
| ed the’tea, was it done froma sober second thought? 
| Was it not the offspring of popular feeling, or non- 
sense? All of us, and all that we boasted of, was 
the oilspring of nonsense; this magnificent Hall in 
| which we assemble, was the creation of nonsense. 
And I confess (said Mr. I.) that I have more faith 
in popular nonsense, than in the selfish, second 
thought of the wisest man in the world. Mr. I. 
said he was now growing old, and he had acted 
_on nonsense all his life, and always expected to do 
so. The gentleman from Massachusetts was not 
only a wise, buta learned man, and he had quoted 
Latin upon us. 

{[Mr. WINTHROP. Have you not quoted La- 
tin too?] 

Mr. I. said he would make a quotation, and in 
| return for the very pretty passage taken from one 
| of Cicero’s Catilinics, he would give him one from 
| Cicero’s de Republica, and he would tell him that 
| it was such a quotation as his ancestors would 

have made in Boston, to wit: ‘Volo eundem popu- 
‘lum imperatorem, et dominatorem esse terrarwm.”’ 
| He (Mr. I.) did not wish to see the same people 
| both the carriers and the conquerors of the world. 
The gentleman had applied his quotation to the 
pioneers who adventurously crossed the Rocky 
mountains after the example of their fathers who 
| had passed the Alleghanies. The gentleman was 
| unwilling to suffer our people to undertake so dan- 
| gerous an enterprise, and commended them to their 
own native fields. Why, the enterprise of Colum- 
| bus was dangerous and novel, and cs (Mr. I.) had 
heard a lady say, that she would never forgive that 
| Genoese navigator for having discovered. such a 
vile country as this, when such pleasant cities as 
London and Paris remained to be explored, and he 
had thereby obliged ladies and gentlemen to come 
_to these wilds and live on hoecake, hominy, and 
what not! He would now come to our title to 
|Oregon. He presumed that no one would ques- 
tion our title as a matter of right, for England had 
not a particle of title. ‘The only title she had, she 
relied upon her strength to enforce. He had studied 
the subject perfectly, and he could demonstrate that 
| England had no title to Oregon—that our title was 
| good up to 54° 40’. He had heard with alarm the 
orange which were set up here in behalf of the 


sritish claim based on the exploration of Frazer. | 


Great Britain had hardly a pretension to a title to 
| any part of the territory, and from 42° to 52° she 
had none at all. He would say a few words about 
this Frazer river question. 
was the most distinguished of the British subjects 
who was ever in Oregon, and did a vast deal to es- 
tablish there the Pritish interests. In his explora- 
tion he did not come within 500 miles of the Colum- 
|| bia river; but he went to England and said that he 
|| had discovered it, and he thought so. But it was 

afterwards ascertained that he had not gone within 
| 500 miles of it. This was a question of settlement, 
and there was no doubt of the fact that no settle- 
ment was made until after the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had negotiated the 
convention which secured us from any consequen- 
'| ces of a British settlement. Mr. I. here produced 
|| a map, and referred to some authorities in support 
| of hisposition. Thus (Mr. I. said) stood the matter 
‘| at Mr. Polk’s inauguration, when he declared that 
| our title to Oregon was clear and unquestionable; 
|| and in saying this he said no more than what Mr. 
|, Adams said through Mr. Clay to Mr. Gallatin— 
| no more than what had been said by every Amer- 
| ican President and Secretary of State. And where 

‘was the heinous offence which Mr. Polk com- 


| United States. 


Sir Alexander Frazer | 


ee el 





mitted in saying, at his espousals with the chief | 
magistracy, that our title was clear and unques- 

tionable? Mr. Polk had followed in the ruts of 

Mr. Adams, Mr. Rush, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. 

Clay; and he (Mr, I.) was content to abide by 

their authority. Mr. 1. was about entering upon 

some further views, when the Chairman’s hammer 

came down. 

Mr. DARRAGH obtained the floor. 

Mr. MeCONNELL raised a point of order and 
claimed the floor; but, after some conversation, he 
waived the point of order, and 

Mr. DARRAGH proceeded to address the com- 
mittee during the few minutes remaining for dis- 
cussion; but in a manner so imperfectly heard as 
to prevent the giving anything more than a general 
statement of his points. 

He referred to the allusion made by Mr. Kina 
of Georgia to the agency of the tariff question 
(especially in the State of Pennsylvania) in the 
late presidential canvass, and noticed the position 
occupied by his colleague, the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, [Mr. C.J. Incer- 
SOLL,] upon this question. ‘The canvass in West 
Pennsylvania, he said, was not whether Mr. Polk 
or Mr. Clay was the better tariff man, but upon 
the question which was in favor of the tariil of 
1842; and referring to the intentions expressed 
and the executive recommendations for modifying 
the present tariff, he advised Mr. Polk’s friends 
to goto him and tell him that if it had not been 
for the representations made by his friends that he 
was in favor of the existing tariff, and a better 
tariff man than Mr, Clay, he would have Jost the 
electoral vote of Pennsylvania, which would have 
lost him that of New York, and thereby have de- 
feated his election. 

With reference to the question under considera- 
tion, he repeated what he had said in the discus- 
sion on the army bill, that he went for the earhest 


| and strongest possible measure for terminating the 


convention existing between Great Britain and the 
It was not only time, but high 
time, that we should respond to the call of our 
brethren west of the Rocky mountains, by afford- 
ing them the protection of our military arm not 
only, but of our civil laws. He was anxious for 
the occupation of Oregon, because he believed a 
railroad to the Pacific entirely feasible, and he be- 
lieved if we settled the disputed title that it would 
soon be constructed—thus giving us the trade of 
the Indies, and making us the exporters for Eu- 
rope of the Pacific. 

He referred to the history of the treaties of Eng~ 
land both with France and with the United States, 
on the subject of the northwest territory, to show 
that Great Britain had never claimed south of 49°; 
and he took a hasty glance at the question of ar- 
bitration, and one or two other points involved in 
the discussion. 

Just as Mr. D. concluded, 

The finger of the clock rested on the hour three, 
and the Chairman gave the table one heavy blow 
with the hammer, indicating that the time for de- 


_bating had passed, and that the hour for action 


had come. 

So the committee proceeded, in obedience to the 
order of the House, to vote on amendments * pend- 
ing, or that might be offered.” 

Some few moments were taken up by an effort 
of the Chairman to induce members to go home to 
their own places, instead of crowding the ‘area of 
freedom’’ immediately in front of the Speaker's 
platform. 

And something like a clearance having been 
effected, 

The CHAIRMAN was proceeding to put the 


| question. 


Mr. PETTIT. I move to take up eee re- 
solution of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. eee 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order. 

Now the state of the question before the com- 
mittee was this: 

Mr. C. J. Incersoutr, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, had reported the following joint 
resolution: 

JOINT RESOLUTION of notice to Great Brit- 
ain to ** annul and abrogate”’ the convention be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States of the 
sixth of August eighteen hundred and twenty- 
seven relative to the country “ ow the northwest 
coast of America, ‘cabeunt of the Stony moun- 
tains,’’ commonly called Oregon. 
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Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- | 


tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, ‘That the President of the United States 
forthwith cause notice to be given to the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, that the convention between 
the United States and Great Britain, concerning 
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stood that this agreement is not to be construed to | Mr. DARGAN now offered the foll 


the prejudice of any claim which either of the two || 


high contracting parties may have to any part of || 


the Oregon territory, of the sixth of August one || 


thousand eight hundred aud eeu earns signed 
at London, [shall be annulled and a 
months after the expiration of the said notice, con- 


formably to the second article of the said conven- | 


tion of the sixth of August one thousand cight 
hundred and twenty-seven. ] 


This resolution Mr. C. J. Incersous had moved | 


to amend by striking out all that portion embraced 
in brackets, and inserting: 


** Shall be annulled and abrogated at the expira- | 
‘tion of the term of twelve months from and after | 


‘said notice shall be given, conformably to the 
‘second article of the said convention o 
‘ Aucust, 1827.’’ 

And Mr. Huiriiarp had 
amend the original resolution 
therefrom the words, ‘* forthwith cause notice to 
be civen,’’ and inserting— 

** Be empowered, whenever in his judgment the 
public welfare may require it, to give notice.”’ 

Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL inquired if it would be 
in order for him to withdraw a single word from 
the resolution he had offered. He wished to with- 
draw the word “ forthwith.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. From which proposition ? 
That of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, or that 
which the gentleman himself introduced ? 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. — From the original 
proposition. I wish to expunge the word ‘ forth- 
with.’’ 


The CHAIRMAN. 
mous consent, 

Objections were made. 

Mr. JACOB ‘THOMPSON submitted that the 
gentleman had a right to modify. 

Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON. Not to modify the 
original proposition, for it is the report of a com- 
mittee, 

The original resolution was read, as also the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Incersou.. 

Mr. HOPKINS suggested that before the ques- 
tion was taken on the motion to strike out, it would 
be proper to perfect the original resolution, by car- 
rying out the views of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, {Mr. C.J. Incersoii.] It would be re- 
membered that after one proposition had been 
stricken out and another inserted, it would not be 
competent to amend. I move, therefore, (contin- 
ued Mr. H.,) to strike out from the original reso- 
lution the word “ forthwith.” 

The CHAIRMAN said, the motion would be 
in order after the question on the pending amend- 
ment had been taken. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL remarked, that the in- 
sertion of the word ‘forthwith’? was a mistake; 
and he had at an early day endeavored to make the 
amendment in the original resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN said, all debate was out of 
order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
not debating. 


It can be done by unani- 


I am only stating a fact, 


Mr. PRESTON KING inquired of the Chair- || 


man, whether the amendment could not be made 
by unanimous consent? 

“The CHAIRMAN assented. 

But objections were made. 

Mr. VINTON inquired if the pending amend- 
ment was a substitute for the original bill? 

The CHAIRMAN said not. 

And the CHAIR proceeded to put the question. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE supposed, he said, that it 
would be in order now to offer a substitute for the 
entire report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 


and he sent to the Chair the following proposition: | 


“Whereas, by the convention concluded on 
the twentieth day of October, 1818, between the 
United States of America and the King of the 


srogated twelve | 


the 6th | 


heretofore moved to | 
by striking out 


_ other contracting party, to annul and abrogate this 


|| the said country, nor shall it be taken to affect the | 


claims of any other Power or State to any part of || 
said country; the only oe of the high contract- || 
ing parties in that respect being to prevent disputes || 
and differences among themselves: And whereas, || 
by aconvention between the same parties, con- || 
cluded on the 6th of August, 1827, it was agreed || 
to continue in force for an indefinite period the pro- || 
visions of the 3d article of the convention of the || 
20th of October, 1818, and was also further agreed || 
and provided that it shall be competent, however, | 
to either of the contracting parties, in case either | 
should think fit at any time after the 20th October, | 
1828, on giving due notice of twelve months to the | 


convention; and it shall in such case be entirely || 
annulled and abrogated after the expiration of said |) 
term of notice: And whereas it is thought fit on the || 
part of the United States to annul and abrogate | 
said convention, 

** Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House of | 
Representatives of the United States of America in | 
Congress assembled, That the said convention shall || 
be annulled and abrogated at the expiration of |! 
twelve months after the date of the delivery to the 
Government of Great Britain of the due notice re- 
quired to be given. 

‘* Be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States is hereby authorized and required, | 
in such solemn and respectful mode as he may 
deem proper, to cause the said due notice to be || 
given in the name of the Uniteal States, one of the || 
contracting parties, to the Government of Great | 
Britain, the other contracting party. 

‘* Be it further enacted, That, for the purpose of 
enabling the President to comply herewith at as | 
early a day as he may think advisable, there be | 
appropriated a sum not exceeding dollars, 
to be used, if necessary, and to be paid out of any | 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated; 
but nothing in this act is intended to interfere with || 
the right and discretion of the proper authorities ef || 
the two contracting parties to renew or pursue ne- 
rotiations for an amicable settlement of the con- 
troversy respecting the Oregon territory.”’ 

Mr. HOPKINS inquired if the question had 
been taken on the word * forthwith ?” 

The CHAIRMAN said it had not. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Does the amendment which | 


the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Dromeoote] | 


| ticular part. 


| with,’? Mr. Chairman, is it in or out? 


United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, it || 


was, in the third article thereof, agreed, that any 


the present convention, to the vessels, citizens, and 
ubjects of the two Powers, it being well under- 


' , | gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hixuiarp, given | 
country that may be claimed by either party | 


on the northwest coast of America, westward of | 
the Stony mountains, shall, together with its har- | 
bors, bays, and creeks, and the navigation of all | 
rivers within the same, be free and open, for the || 
term of ten yefirs from the date of the signature of | 


proposes to offer supplant mine? || 
The CHAIRMAN. Itdoes not. The gentle- 
man may offer his amendment as a substitute for || 
the whole; but the vote must first be taken on the 
amendment to the original proposition. 
The question on Mr. Incersoi.’s amendment | 
(given above) to the original resolution of the |) 
Committee on Foreign Affairs was then taken, and, | 
without a count, agreed to. | 
| 
| 


The committee was in a state of great confusion. 
Mr. HUNTER rose to inquire whether the vote 
had been taken on Mr. INGERSOLL’s amendment; | 
and if so, whether it had been decided in the af- | 
firmative ? 
The CHAIRMAN assented. 
Mr. HUNTER inquired, then, whether it was 
in order for his colleague to move to strike out? | 


The CHAIRMAN. The whole, but not a par- || 


Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL. The word “ forth- 


The CHAIRMAN. Itisin. Does the gentle- |, 


man move to strike it out? 
Mr. INGERSOLL. Certainly, sir. 
And the motion having been agreed to, the word | 
** forthwith”? was stricken out. \| 
Mr. THOMASSON said, he would send to the | 
Chair an amendment which he intended to offer if 
the proposition of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Dromcoote) should be voted down. 
The CHAIRMAN said that the next question || 
before the committee was the amendment of the || 


above. 
Mr. ADAMS asked the Clerk to read the reso- || 
lution as it would read if that amendment was 





| agreed to. 


| taken, and the vote stood—yeas 56, nays 136. 
\| 
\! jected. i) 


| 
And the Clerk having done so, the question was 


So the amendment of Mr. Hiiiiarp was re- 


| States that portion of the territory south, and t 


| rated com 


ae . owing, @8 an 
addition to the resolution: : 


** That the differences existing between the Goy. 
ernment of the United States and the Government 
of Great Britain, in relation to the Oregon tery. 
tory, are still the subject of honorable negotiation 
and compromise, and should be so adjusted. 

** That the line separating the British provinces of 
Canada from the United States should be extended 
due west to the coast south of Frazer’s river, and 
from thence through the centre of the Straits 


; .s of 
Fuca to the Pacific ocean, giving to the Unir 


od 


the Government of Great Britain that portion of 
the territory north of said line.”’ 

Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL called for a division 
on the first and second clauses of this amend, nt: 
which was ordered. ° 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the first section, and insert. 
ing: 

** Whereas the President of the United States, jn 


| his message at the commencement of the present 


session of Congress, informed Congress that || 
attempt at compromise of the Oregon question had 
failed, it became the duty of Congress to consider 
what measure it might be proper to adopt for the 


|| maintenance of our just title to that territory: 


‘* Whereas, pursuant to the recommendation of the 
President, the House of Representatives has been, 
since the 2d January last, assiduously engaged jn 
discussing and maturing measures which have for 
their object the security of our just rights, among 
which measures is that of a settlement of the con- 
troverted questions by the arbitration of an impar- 
tial tribunal: 

‘* Whereas, while the consideration of these meas- 
ures has been pending, the President of the United 
States did on the 4th day of February instant no- 
tify the Government of Great Britain that the Goy- 
ernment of the United States would not consent to 
the reference of this question to arbitration in any 
form which can be devised: . 

‘* Whereas the President has thus taken from 
Congress the decision of this question without 


| waiting for the action of Congress upon it: There 


fore, 

‘* Resolved, That it is the sense of this House that 
the President should be permitted to adopt such 
further measures relating to this question as in 
view of the responsibility which properly belongs 
to him he may deem expedient, without any fur- 
ther expression of opinion by this House.” 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. J. A. BLACK offered the following as a 
substitute for the proposition of Mr. DromGoote: 

‘* Whereas, by the third article of the convention 
between the United States and the King of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, of 
the 20th October, 1818, it was agreed that any 


country that may be claimed by either party on 


the northwest coast of America, westward of the 


| Stony mountains, shall, tagether with its harbors, 
bays, and creeks, and the navigation of all rivers 


within the same, be free and open, for the term of 
ten years from the date of said convention, to the 
vessels, citizens, and subjects of the two Powers, 
but without prejudice to any claim which either of 
the two contracting parties may have to any part 
of the said country: : 

“And whereas, by another convention between 
the Powers aforesaid, of the 6th of August, 1527, 
the said temporary provisions of the third article 
of the convention of 1818 aforesaid were continued 
indefinitely, and have thus remained in force to the 
present day: hs. 

“And whereas, by the provisions of the second 
article of the convention of the 6th August, 1527, 
aforesaid, the right was reserved to either of the 


aforesaid contracting Powers, in case either should 


think fit at any time after the 20th October, 1828, 
on giving due notice of twelve months to the er 
contracting party, to annul ard abrogate the sai 
convention of the 6th August, 1827, and thus to 
terminate the temporary arrangement aforesaid: 
‘‘And whereas the said territory has become set- 
tled to a t extent with the subjects of Great 
Britain, through the eens of incorpo- 
ies emanating from said Government 
of Great Britain, and recently by a large number 
of the citizens of the United States, by direct em!- 
gration, so that a longer continuance of the above- 
recited provisions of the convention aforesaid en- 
dangers those friendly relations which this coun- 











m 
be 


1846. 


try desires to maintain with all nations, on honor- | 
able and equitable terms: | 
« And whereas this Government has made repeat- |, 
ed and laudable efforts to settle and adjust the 
claims of both parties in the spirit of liberal com- || 
romise, but without success: a | 
Pe With a view, therefore, of fixing a limit beyond | 
which the final adjustment of this question, so es- || 
sential to the peace of the two countries, can- || 
not longer be delayed, and at the same time afford- | 
ing every possible opportunity to such final adjust- 
ment, on terms alike honorable and satisfactory to 
both parties: 
‘Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- | 
sembled, That the President of the United States be 
requested to give due notice of twelve months to 
the Government of Great Britain, that after the ex- 
piration of the said term of notice, the United 
States of America will annul and abrogate the said 
convention of the 6th of August, 1827, so contin- 
uing the provisions of the third article of the con- | 
vention of the 20th October, 1818, as aforesaid.”’ || 
The question was then taken (by tellers) on the | 
first clause of Mr. Darean’s amendment; and, by || 
ayes 96, noes 102, it was rejected. || 
“Mr. THOMASSON desired to offer an amend- | 
ment to the original proposition. || 


The CHAIRMAN. It will be in order present- | 
ly. . 

" The question was then stated to be on the second 
clause of Mr. DareGan’s amendment. 

Mr. T. B. KING said there was so much con- 
fusion that nothing could be heard. 

Tellers were asked and refused. 

Mr. ASHMUN. They do noteven know here 
what the proposition is. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. Oh, yes—we all 
know well. 

[Several voices: Yes—we understand it well | 
enough. Go it 54 40.] 

And the question was taken. 

If there was one affirmative voice, the reporter | 
did not hear it; the negative vote came down, in 
tones loud enough to split the columns, and amidst 
the heartiest roars of laughter. 

So the second clause of the amendment was re- 
jected, 

Mr. THOMASSON wished (he said) to offer 
an amendment to the original resolution, which, in | 
all seriousness— 

The CHAIRMAN. No remarks are in order. | 

Mr. THOMASSON then offered an amendment, | 
giving to the President the power to give the notice 
at such time as he might bas proper, (thus stri- 
king out the limit as to the twelve months. ) 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is out of | 
order. 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL. I propose to | 
strike out the whole of the original resolution and 
insert— 

The CHAIRMAN. Not in order at present. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. I think I can chulane the 
difficulty. Is it out of order to offer a substitute ? 

The CHAIRMAN. There is a substitute al- 
ready offered, and a substitute for that. And that 
is as far as can be gone. {| 

Mr. ROCKWELL then moved to insert in the 
original resolution, after the words ‘to States,” 
the words ** be and he is hereby authorized at his 
discretion”’— 

_ Also, before the resolution, to insert the follow- 
ing preamble: 

“Whereas, by the convention concluded the 
twentieth day of October, eighteen hundred and 
eighteen, between the United States of America 
and the King of the United ree rg of Great 

3 of ten years, 


| 


] 
| 
| 
ritain and Ireland, for the perio | 
and afterwards indefinitely extended and continued 
in force by another convention of the same parties, 
concluded the sixth day of August in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
seven, it was agreed that any country that may be | 
claimed by either party on the northwest coast of 
America woetwasd, of the Stony or Rocky moun- 
tains, now commonly called the Oregon territory, 
should, together with its harbors, bays, and creeks, | 
and the navigation of ail rivers within the same, be 
‘free and open’ to the vessels, citizens, and sub- 
Jects of the two Powers, but without prejudice to ] 
any claim which either of the parties might have || 
to any part of said country; and with this further || 
provision, in the second article of the said con- 
vention of the sixth of Augyst eighteen hundred | 
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| original resolution. 
| the first clause of Mr. Darean’s proposition, but 
| striking out the words, ** and compromise,”’ &c. 





and twenty-seven, that either party might abro- 
gate and annul said convention, on giving due 
notice of twelve months to the other contracting 


| party : 
| wa.* And whereas it has now become desirable that 


the respective claims of the United States and 
Great Britain should be definitely settled, and 
that said territory may no longer than need be 


| remain subject to the evil consequences of the 


divided allegiance of its American and British 


| population, and of the confusion and conflict of 


national jurisdictions, dangerous to the cherished 
peace and good understanding of the two coun- 


| tries: 


‘* With a view, therefore, that steps be taken for 
the abrogation of the said convention of the sixth 
of August eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, in 
the mode prescribed in its second article, and that 
the attention of the Governments of both countries 
may be the more earnestly and immediately di- 
rected to renewed efforts for the settlement of all 
their differences and disputes in respect to said 
territory.” 

Also, to add the following proviso: 

** Provided, however, That, in order to afford am- 
ple time and opportunity for the amicable settle- 
ment and adjustment of all their differences and 
disputes in respect to said territory, said notice 
ought not to be given till after the close of the 
present session of Congress.’” 

Mr. BOWLIN suggested that the committee had 


| already voted on the amendment, and that it was 


not therefore in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. Not in the same words. 
The question on the first and last of these amend- 
ments was taken, and they were rejected. 
On the other one, no question was taken; but 


|| whether it was withdrawn or overlooked, in the 
| great confusion of the Hall, the reporter cannot 


say. 

Mr. RAMSEY now moved to strike out all after 
the word ‘resolved,’ and insert— 

‘* That the Oregon question is no longer a sub- 


| ject of negotiation or compromise.”’ 


Tellers were ordered, and ten members passed 
between them, amidst shouts of laughter—cries of 
*¢ 54° 40' forever’’—clapping of hands and stamp- 


| ing of feet—which the Chairman was some time in 
| suppressing. 


And the negative vote was then taken, and 


| stood 146. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. TREDWAY offered an amendment, pro- 
viding for the termination of the convention at the 


| end of two years after notice, &c. 


The CHAIR. 
der. 
Mr. SCHENCK offered an amendment to the 


It was (he said) the same as 


It is a substitute, and not in or- 


The amendment was read as follows: 
‘* That the differences existing between the Gov- 
‘ernment of the United States and the Government 


| ©of Great Britain, in relation to the Oregon terri- 
ES a are still the subject of honorable negotiation, 


‘and should by that means be adjusted.’’ 
Tellers (Messrs. Dovetass and McDowett) 
were appointed, and the vote was taken (amidst 


| very great confusion) and announced—first, the re- | 


porter understood, as ayes 102, noes 99; and then 
as ayes 101, noes 99. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

But some dissatisfaction appeared to exist, and 
a new count was called for. 

Mr. DOUGLASS (one of the tellers) was under- 
stood to say that some difficulty had arisen; the 
members having passed through very rapidly, a 
mistake might possibly have occurred; but he en- 
tertained no doubt that the vote, as reported, was 
correct. 

* The CHAIRMAN ordered another count. 

Mr. RHETT. Did not the Chairman distinctly 
announce that the amendment was carried? 

The CHAIRMAN assented. 

Mr. RHETT. Then I object to the vote being 

in taken. 

The CHAIRMAN. The tellers say that some 
difficulty had arisen, and some mistake may have 
occurred. 

The Chair, therefore, ordered a new count. The 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Doverass] and the 


| gentleman from Ohio [Mr. McDowext] will be 


pleased again to act as tellers. 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 
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Mr. SCHENCK suggested that it was, he be- 
lieved, the rule (or practice) that tellers should be 
appointed from different sides of the House. 
he CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no objec- 

tion; and therefore appoints the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Scnenck] himself, and the gentleman 
from Alabama, [Mr. ae tellers. 
| So Mr. SCHENCK took up his line of mareh 
from the remote part of the Hall in which his quar- 
ters lie, and posted himself at the centre aisle. 

Mr. JOHN H. EWING inquired whether the 
Chairman had the right to order a new vote on a 
question which he had already declared to have 











|| been decided ? 


[Several voices. No debate.]} 

Mr. EWING. Itis a question of order. When 
the question was taken, and the Chairman had an- 
nounced his decision, there was an end of it. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman wishes 
to appeal he has the right to do so. 

Mr. EWING declined to appeal; though, he 
said, he supposed it was the only way in which 
the question could be reached. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Lappeal. I understand ‘that 
the proposition was carried, and that it was dis- 
tinctly announced so. If the Chairman now says 
that another count can be taken, | appeal from the 
decision. 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly the Chair had 
announced that the question was decided in the 
affirmative. The tellers expressed doubt on the 

subject. They say it is possible that a miscount 
| may have taken place, as they had some difficulty ; 
and, under these circumstances, the Chair ordered 
a recount. 

Mr. RHETT. I think the Chairman has erred 
in this particular. He had no right 

{Great confusion, and calls to order. } 

Mr. GRIDER. I should like the tellers to state 
whether they had doubts, and what was the extent 
of their doubts. 

Mr. ROBERTS submitted that tellers having 
been again ordered, it was too late to take an appeal. 

Mr. PENDLETON desired information as to a 
| matter of fact. In the first annunciation of the 

affirmative vote by the tellers, was it not formally 
declared that that vote was 102? It was now 101. 
Mr. DOUGLASS explained that one member 
| changed his vote. 
Mr. VINTON desired to be informed whether 
| both of the tellers counted, and whether there was 
any difficulty about the count? It was, he be- 
lieved, the duty of both to count, and then to re- 
| port the result to each other before reporting it to 
| the committee. 

Mr. HENLEY made a remark, (of which no- 
thing was heard by the reporter.) 

Mr. DOUGLASS said that both the tellers did 
count. The members passed between them very 
rapidly, and there might possibly have been a mis- 
count; but he believed the report as made to the 
House was accurate. 

The CHAIRMAN was about to take the ques- 
tion on the appeal. 

Mr. YANCEY asked what the decision was 
from which an appeal had been taken? 

The CHAIRMAN enlightened him. 

Mr. BAYLY rose for information as to a matter 
| of fact. He had understood the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Dovexass] to state that the tellers had 
agreed, and he believed the count to be correct. 
Was this so? 

The CHAIRMAN again invited members to 
| take their seats. 
| Mr. ASHMUN moved that when the Chair ap- 
|| pointed tellers, one should be taken from each side 
of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN again explained what his de- 
| cision was, and that there had been doubt on the 
'| part of the tellers. ; 
|| Mr. BAYLY. Have the tellers said so? 

‘| Mr. COLLAMER. We do not understand 
‘| them to have said so. 

‘| Mr. SCHENCK. Do the tellers undertake to 
|| say that the count was inaccurate? Has not the 
| gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Doverass} said he 
|| believed it to be correct? 

| The CHAIRMAN. Both say that there was 
| great confusion, and that a mistake might have oc- 
'| curred. 

1 Mr. SCHENCK. I ask again, whether the 
| gentleman from Illinois, one of the tellers, did not 








say that, notwithstanding the confusion, he be- 


lieved the count to be accurate? 
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The Chairman did not reply. 

Therefore, continued Mr. SCHENCK, on this 
mere possibility, the Chair orders a recount. 

The question was then taken, ‘* Shall the de- 
cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee ?”’? and was decided in the negative— 
ayes 90, noes J08. f 

"So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 

And therefore the amendment of Mr. Scaencx 
was declared to have been agreed to. 

Mr. W. HUNT asked for the reading of the re- 
solution as now amended. And it was read. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the committee rise 
and report the resolution, 

{Many voices, ‘Oh no. you can’t do that.’’] 

‘The CHAIRMAN. ‘Vhere are other amend- 
ments, 

Mr. SCHENCK withdrew his motion. 

‘The CHAIRMAN said, the question would 
now be on the substitute of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, |Mr. Biack,] to the substitute of 
the gentleman from Virgima, [Mr. Dromaoo ze. ] 

RB th propositions were read, 

Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON inquired whether it would 
he in erder to amend the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia before the question on the 
substitute of the gentleman from South Carolina 


ee 


ie ata 


was put? 
; The CHAIRMAN answered affirmatively. 
: Mr. HOUSTON proposed, then, to modify it 
by inserling in the second section, after the word 
**months,”’ the words ** conformably to the second 
; article of said treaty of 6th of August, 1827;"" and 
also to amend it by striking out the appropriation 
in the third section, and throwing the latter clause 
thereof into the form of a proviso. Rejected. 
Mr. HOUSTON called for a division. 
Mr. THURMAN moved to strike out the third 
section of Mr. Dromeoonn’s substitute. 
Mr. HARALSON said that the amendment was 
: not in order, because the vote had not been taken 
on the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama, 
: {Mr. Houston. | 
: The CHAIRMAN. 
a division? 
Mr. HOUSTON said he had done so. There 
was a misunderstanding, he thought, as to the ques- 
tion before the committee. 


Did the gentleman call for 


i. 


SS * 
Sad 


‘Tellers were refused; but a division of the ques- 

tion, on the suggestion of Mr. Boyp, was ordered. 

Mr. SEABORN JONES called for the reading 

: of the resolution and amendment. Read. , 

The question was then taken, and the two amend- 
ments were rejected, seriatim. 

Mr. ADAMS, of Mississippi, proposed to offer 

an amendment, which the Chairman said was not 


ah in order, and which was not read. 


Mr. THURMAN renewed the motion to strike 
out the 3d section of Mr. DromcGoo.e’s substitute. 

After an inquiry by Mr. Boyp as to the state of 
the question— ; 

Mr. THURMAN inquired whether the chair 
had announced that the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsron,] to strike out 
a portion of the 3d section of the substitute of the 
gentleman from Virginia had been carried ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion was lost. 

2 he question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Turan, and it was rejected. 

Mr. STEPHEN ADA MS proposed so to amend 
Mr. Brack’s substitute, as to adda proviso that 
the joint resolution should not be so construed as 
to interfere with the treaty-making power upon the 
question, c 
<s Mr. McGAUGHEY rose to a question of order. 
The proposition of the gentleman from Virginia 
was offered as a substitute for the original resolu- 
ue tion; so also was the substitute of the gentleman 
from South Carolina. Now, Mr. McG. submitted 
that there could not be two substitutes entertained 
at the same time. 

The CHAIRMAN said he thought the gentle- 
man was correct. The Clerk at first had intimated 
his opinion that the amendment was in order, but 
had changed his opinion. So the amendment was 
not in order, [i. e., Mr. Apams’s amendment. ] 

Mr. BLACK. Is not this in order as a substitute? 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposition now is to 
strike out the proposition of the gentleman from 
V irginia, and insert the substitute of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina 

Mr. SEABORN JONES said that, if in order, 
re would move an amendment to the substitute. 

Mr. BIGGS was understood to inquire whether 


Se 
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i the question was on the proposition of the gentle- | 
| man from South Carolina? 
| The CHAIRMAN. That is the question now 

before the committee. 

Mr. ASHMUN. IL understood the Chairman to 
rule that that was out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN, No. The Chair ruled that 

| the amendment of the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. noone was out of order. 

Mr. BOYD. I would like to know whether we 
are now called upon to vote on the second substi- 
tute? Or is it in order to amend it? 

The CHAIMAN. Not at present. 

Mr. BOYD. Will it be in order, if adopted as 
a substitute for the substitute of the gentleman 
from Virginia? 

‘The CHAIRMAN. If the proposition of the 
gentleman from South Carolina should be voted 
down, the gentleman can offer a modification. 

Mr. BOYD. Is it in order now to move to strike 
out and amend ? 

The CHAIRMAN. No; because there is al- 
ready an amendment to an amendment pending. 

Mr. FARAN read a passage from the Manual 
having reference to this point. 

Mr. CULVER called for the reading of the res- 
olution without the preamble. Read. 

Mr. FRIES desired to make an inquiry. 

[Cries for the question. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
will make his inquiry. 

Mr. FRIES. I will, when the committee comes 
to order. If the committee substitute the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from South Carolina for the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, will it 
then be in the power of the committee to amend it? 

The CHAIRMAN. It will not. 

[Several voices. Vote itdown, and offer a modi- 
fication. } 

And the question being then taken, 

The substitute of Mr. Brack was rejected. 

So the question again recurring on the substitute 
of Mr. DromGooLe, 

Mr. BOYD moved to amend it by striking out 
all, and inserting the following: 

** Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the President of the United States cause 
notice to be given to the Government of Great Brit- 
ain, that the convention between the United States 
of America and Great Britain, concerning the ter- 
ritory on the northwest coast of America, west of 
the Stony or Rocky mountains, of the 6th day of 
August, 1827, signed at London, shall be annulled 
and abrogated twelve months after giving said no- 
tice. 

‘‘ Resolved, That nothing herein contained is in- 
tended to interfere with the right and discretion of 
the proper authorities of the two contracting parties 
to renew or pursue negotiations for an amicable 
settlement of the controversy respecting the Ore- 
gon territory.”’ 

Mr. CLARKE asked the reading of the amend- 
ment to the original resolution. Read. 

Mr. THOMASSON rose to a question of order. 
Could the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Boyp] 
offer his proposition as a substitute for both prop- 
ositions now pending? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


Order. The gentleman 


It is offered only as a sub- 


stitute for the proposition of the gentleman from | 


Virginia. 

_ Mr. McGAUGHEY pressed the point of order 
raised by Mr. Tuomasson. The 
the gentleman from Virginia was offered as a sub- 
stitute for the original report from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. This was now offered asa 
substitute of the other substitute, and could not be 
in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order. 

Mr. BOYD. I offer it as an amendment. 
strikes out all the proposition of the gentleman 
from Virginia, and substitutes the word ‘‘ resolved”’ 
for the words “be it enacted.’’ 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. 
proposition divisible? 


The CHAIRMAN said it was not; because the 


Is the gentleman’s 


' gentleman had offered it as a substitute for the | 


whole. 
| After an inquiry by Mr. TREDWAY, 
The question was taken by tellers, and the vote 
stood—ayes, 110; noes, 93. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


The question then recurred on the proposition of | 


Mr. Dromcooxe as thus amended. 


roposition of || 


{t | 









On the tion of Mr. BOYD, the two prop- 
ositions were again read. P 


Mr. THOMASSON asked that his 


roposition 


| of amendment might be read; because if the House 


neater the present proposition, he should 
1s. 

The amendment of Mr. T. was read. It declares 
it expedient to annul the convention, and autho;- 
| izes the President to give the notice at such tine 

as he may deem the public interests require. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON inquired whether 
the proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky 
| [Mr. Born] was susceptible of amendment ? 

The CHAIRMAN said not. 

Mr. THOMPSON. It is not susceptible of 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. THOMPSON, Is it susceptible of division 3 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 
| Mr. BURT desired to know whether, if the 
pannpenine of the gentleman from Kentucky should 

e adopted as a substitute for that of the Commit. 
| tee on Foreign Affairs, it would be subject to 
; amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN said not. 

Mr. BURT. Is it subject to amendment now? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not. It must first be 
voted down. 

Mr. BURT I beg to understand the Chair. The 
proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky, if | 
understand, will not be subject to amendment in 

| any event—either now, or if it should be adopted 
| as a substitute? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
amendment. 

Mr. BURT. Well, sir. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose to a point of order. An 
original resolution, containing a distinct proposi- 
tion, had come from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. That was amended by the insertion of 
| another distinct proposition. A motion was now 
| made to strike out the whole, and substitute an- 
other proposition. He submitted that the distinct 
| proposition on which the committee had voted, 
and which had been inserted, could not be strick- 
/en out, either alone or in connexion with other 
| matter. 

And to sustain himself on this point of order, 
| he desired to read an extract from the Manual, 
| which the Chairman said he would be very happy 
| to hear. 

| And the extract having been read— 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 
| Mr. SCHENCK. I submit that the second 
| resolution is a distinct proposition, not so connect- 
_ed with the other part that a motion to strike out 
the whole can be entertained. 

The CHAIRMAN. The two resolutions being 
only a series of resolutions in reference to the 
same matter, the whole series may be stricken out, 
; although one of the resolutions may have been 
inserted, 

Tellers were then appointed, and the vote having 
| been taken, stood ayes 109, noes 94. 
| So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 
Mr. PETTIT moved that the committee rise, 
and report the joint resolution to the House. 

‘| Mr. COBB submitted a similar motion. 

Mr. E. H. EWING desired to offer an amend- 
ment. 
| The CHAIRMAN. Not in order. The com- 
mittee have nothing now to do but to rise and re- 
| port. 
| Mr. BAKER. 
| pending? 
| The CHAIRMAN. None. 
| Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. 
|| ment I desire to offer. ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN. Noamendment is now 
order. 
| Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL. Why? 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot enter 
| into a disquisition on the reasons why. 
| The question having been then taken and agreed 
|| o— 
| "The committee rose, and the Chairman reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had under consideration the state 
of the Union generally, and particularly the joint 
resolutior concerning the territory of Oregon, and 
that the committee had instructed him to report 
| the same to the House with one amendment. 
| And the question being on concurring with the 
|, committee, 


offe r 


It would not be subject to 


Is there no other amendment 


I have an amend- 
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Mr. BOWLIN demanded the previous ques- | 


ties. PRICE, not hearing him, remarked that | 


the question had been fully and ably discussed, 


and he would therefore move the previous ques- | 


tion. 


Mr. R. CHAPMAN made an earnest — 


to Mr. Bown to withdraw the demand. ‘There 
were a few mémbers who were very desirous to 
be heard, and who, for some days past, had been 
endeavoring to get the floor. He was himself de- 
sirous that the subject should be acted on to-day, 
but why should the question be taken when there 
was aniple time left to hear those who ought to be 
heard, and had a right to be heard? 

Mr. BOWLIN was immovable. 

Mr. CHAPMAN gave notice of his intention to 
expose the injustice that was done. 


The question on the demand for the previous | 


question was then taken, and there was a second. 


on ordering the main question, which were re- 
fused. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked the yeas and 
nays thereon, which were ordered. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON ealled for the read- 


ing of the proposition before the House, which, | 


having been read, Mr. 'T. asked for a division of 
the question. 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES asked what the 
precise state of the question was? 

The SPEAKER explained, and a brief conver- 


sation ensued on a point of order between the | 


Chair and Mr. HAmuin. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON inquired of the Chair | 
whether, if the amendment of Mr. Boyp should be | 


concurred in, the question would not then be on the 


engrossment of the joint resolution asamended, and | 


could not the question then be divided ? 


The SPEAKER said no; the question of division, | 


if at all, must be taken now. 
And it was ordered, on a call to that effect in one | 
or two quarters. 


The reading of the proposition was called for. | 
Read. 


After a remark from 
The SPEAKER, that gentlemen called for the 


report which the committee ordered to be made to 


| the House, as a whole, as a substitute, and now it 


was proposed to kill it piecemeal by dividing it. If 
such was not the report of the chairman, then he 
had not reported what the committee desired and 
instructed him to report. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. BOYD. Lask simply that the vote may be 


| taken upon the report of the committee. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE rose to inquire whether the 
chairman of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had not made a report of one 
simple amendment to the proposition originally 
submitted, and whether the only question now 


|, was not on concurring with the committee in their 


oroposed amendment to the original proposition? 
f'so, was it ever heard or dreamed that the ques- 
tion of concurrence was divisible ? 


Mr. TIBBATTS (the Chairman) rose to a mat- 


| ter of fact. 
Mr. PENDLETON asked the yeas and nays | 


The SPEAKER. This debate is all out of or- 


| der. 


Mr. TIBBATTS. I reported an entire substi- 


tute for the original proposition; and I concur with 


| my friend that the question is not divisible. I so 


decided in committee; and I recollect a case where 
I was myself overruled on a former occasion, 
although, as I think, against all rule, on a decision 
that a motion to strike out and insert was not di- 


| visible. 


Mr. HOUSTON proceeded to make a remark. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has again and 


‘| again stated that the question is not debatable. 


| Mr. COLLAMER inquired, ifa vote should be 
| taken in reference to this question of concurrence, 
and the House should not concur in the last prop- 
osition, what would be the next question put? 

The SPEAKER said on the engrossment of the 
joint resolution. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Not then on the amend- 
ment which the committee made? 

The SPEAKER. On the original resolution. 

| ‘The question was then taken, ‘* Shall the de- 
‘cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
| House?” and decided in the negative. 
| So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 
| And the House decided that the question was 
| not divisible. 
The nee then recurred on the main ques- 


. . Ris . « ° 
reading of the resolution, and then made so much tion, which was, first, on concurring with the 


noise that nothing could be heard— 
A brief conversation on a point of order took 
lace between Mr. MILTON BROWN and the 
SPEAKER. . 
Mr. WINTHROP said, if he correctly under- 
stood, the first branch of the proposition was pre- 
cisely tantamount to the original report of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. It was a question merely 
whether we should substitute one thing for another. 
He suggested, therefore, that, by general consent, | 
the taking of the yeas and nays on the first branch | 
should be dispensed with. 
Strong objections made. 
Mr. BOYD. Is it competent to divide this ques- | 
tion when the committee have reported it to the | 
House as an entire proposition? As such, I think | 
the vote should be taken upon it. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that | 
question. 
Mr. BOYD appealed from the decision. 
Mr. VANCE said that the chairman of the com- | 
mittee had positively decided that the proposition | 
could not be divided. After it-had been reported | 
to the House, a division was proposed. Could 
that be done in accordance with the rules of the | 
’ House and the decision of the chairman of the | 
committee ? 
The SPEAKER. This question came up on a | 
revious occasion in connexion with a certain bill. | 
he Chair then decided that the proposition could | 
not be divided. The Chair, under similar circum- 
stances, would so decide. But in the present case, | 
the chairman of the committee reported a certain 
amendment. It came before the House in the form 
of areport. It contains two distinct propositions, 
and when the House come to act on the question of 
concurrence with the report of the committee, it is | 
competent for it to divide the question. The Chair | 
asks the Clerk to read the precedent. | 
Which having been done— | 


Mr. BOYD appealed from the decision. He 


simply wished, he said, to refer to the fact that in| 
commi 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
|in the substitute it had reported. 
| And the question being taken, the vote resulted 


|| as follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, S. Adams, 
Anderson, Arnold, Atkinson, Baker, Barringer, 
Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Blatk, James A. 
| Black, Blanchard, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, 
| Brockenbrough, Brodhead, William G. Brown, 
| Buffington, Wm. W. Campbell, John H. Camp- 
| bell, Catheart, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chip- 
iman, Clarke, Cobb, Collamer, Collin, Constable, 
| Cullom, Culver, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, 
| Darragh, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, 
| Dobbin, Dockery, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 
| Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, J. H. Ewing, Fick- 
| lin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giddings, Giles, Good- 
ror Gordon, Graham, Grider, Grover, Hamlin, 
| Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harper, Hen- 
iley, Hilliard, Hoe, Elias B. Holmes, Hopkins, 
| Hough, Geo. S. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, 
| Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, 


| Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, | 
| Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. | 


| Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Preston King, 


| Lawrence, Leib, La Sere, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, 


| Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, McClelland, Mce- | 
| Clernand, McConnell, McCrate, McDowell, Mc- | 
| Gaughey, McHenry, Mcllvaine, cKay, Marsh, 


John P. Martin, Barclay Martin, Morris, Morse, 
Pernill, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pollock, Price, Ram- 





Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Rus- 
sell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Schenck, Sea- 
man, Severance, Leonard H. Sims, Truman Smith, 








| Strong, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, James 


| worth, Wheaton, White, Wick, Williams, Wil- 
| Yost—172. 


Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, Payne, | 


sey, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Julius | 


Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stan- | 
ton, Starkweather, Stewart, St. John, Strohm, |' 


| Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, | 
| Tilden, Towns, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Went- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 349 


eee 


NAYS—Messre. Abbott, Ashmun, Bayly, Bed- 
inger, Milton Brown, Burt, John G. Chapman, 
Augustus A. Chapman, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, 
Dargan, Garrett Davis, Jefferson Davis, Edwin 
H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, Gentry, Grinnell, Her- 
rick, Isaac E. Holmes, John W. Houston, Ed- 
mund W. Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Thos. B. King, Leake, 
Long, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Rhett, Seddon, 
A. D. Sims, Simpson, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, 
Benjamin Thompson, Toombs, Tredway, Win- 
throp, Woodward, Wright, and Yancey—46. 

So the substitute was concurred in, 

The question then was on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. THURMAN ealled for a division. 

The SPEAKER said the question was not divis- 
ible. 

Mr. THURMAN appealed. 

The SPEAKER said that the division of any 
question upon engrossment was unparalleled in 
parliamentary proceedings. It never had been 
done. 

Mr. THURMAN withdrew his appeal. 

And the question, “ Shall this joint resolution be 
engrossed for a third reading ?’’ was taken, and de- 


| cided in the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Stephen 
Adams, Anderson, Arnold, Atkinson, Baker, Bar- 
ringer, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James 
A. Black, Blanchard, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, 
Brockenbrough, Brodhead, William G. Brown, 
Buffington, William W. Campbell, John H. Camp- 
hell, Catheart, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, 
Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Constable, Cullom, Culver, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Darragh, Jetfer- 
son Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, 
Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, 
Erdman, John H. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, 
Fries, Garvin, Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Gor- 
don, Graham, Grider, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, 
Haralson, Harmanson, Harper, Henley, Hilliard, 
Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George 
S. Houston, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, Jas. 
B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. 
Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Geo. 
W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Preston King, 
Lawrence, Leib, La Sere, Lewis, Levin, Ligon, 
Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, McClelland, Me- 
Clernand, McConnell, McCrate, McDowell, Me- 
Gauchey, pais £ Mellvaine, McKay, John 
P. Martin, Barclay Martin, Morris, Morse, Moul- 
ton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, Payne, Perrill, 
Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pollock, Price, Ramsey, 
Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Root, rank’ 
Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Seammon, Schenck, 
Seaman, Severance, Leonard H. Sims, Albert 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Starkweather, Stewart, St. John, Strong, Sykes, 
Thomasson, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Thurman, Tibbatts, Tilden, Towns, Trumbo, 
Vance, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wick, 
Williams, Wilmot, Woodruff, Woodworth, Yell, 
Young, and Yost—163. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Bayly, Bed- 
inger, Milton Brown, Burt, John G. Chapman, 
Augustus A. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cran- 
ston, Crozier, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Dixon, 
Dockery, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Grin- 
pell, Herrick, Isaac E. Holmes, John W. Hous- 
ton, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hubbard, 
Hudson, Hunter, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. 
King, Leake, Long, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Pen- 
dleton, Rhett, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Simpson, Truman 
Smith, Caleb- B. Smith, Stephens, Strohm, Thi- 
bodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, Toombs, Tred- 
way, Vinton, Winthrop, Woodward, Wright, and 
Yancey—54. 

So the joint resolution was ordered to a third 
reading at this time. 

And having been read a third time, and the ques- 
tion being, ‘* Shall this joint resolution pass ?” 

Mr. G. W. JONES demanded the previous 
question. 


| ‘There was a second, and the main question was 


ordered. 

Mr. McCONNELL asked the yeas and nays, 
but withdrew the demand. 

And the main question, ** Shall this joint resolu- 
tion pass?’’ was then taken, and decided in the 


‘affirmative without a division. 
mmittee he had offered this proposition as a sub- || mot, Woodruff, Woodworth, Yell, Young, and }' 
stitute for the original resolution. That was the | 


So the joint resolution was passed in the follow- 
ing form, to wit: 
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relative to the ees ** on the northwest coast 


of America, westward of the Stony mountains,”’ | 


commonly called Oregon. 


tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the United States 
cause notice to be given to the Government of Great 
Britain, that the convention between the United 


States of America and Great Britain, concerning | 


the territory on the northwest coast of America 


west of the Stony or Rocky mountains, of the sixth | 
day of August eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, | 


signed at London, shall be annulled and abrogated 
twelve months after giving said notice. 


Resolved, That nothing herein contained is in- |) 


tended to interfere with the right and discretion of 
the proper authorities of the two contracting par- 
ties to renew or pursue negotiations for an amica- 


ble settlement of the controversy respecting the | 


Oregon territory. 


Mr. BOWLIN moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and demanded the previous question. 

‘Fhere was a second. The main question was 
ordered, and, being taken, the vote was not recon- 
sidered. And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 10, 1846. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, announcing that said House had pass- 
ed a joint resolution of notice to Great Britain to 
annul and abrogate the convention concluded on 
the 6th day of August, 1827, relative to the coun- 
try on the northwest coast of America, west of the 
Stony mountains, commonly known as the terri- 
tory of Oregon, in which the concurrence of the 
Senate was requested, 

Also, announcing that the Speaker of the House 
had signed an enrolled bill, to which the Vice Pres- 
ident also was requested to affix his signature. 

Mr. SPEIGHT submitted a series of resolutions 
adopted by the Legislature of the State of Missis- 
sippi, in relation to the Oregon territory, declaring 
the approval by that body of the course pursued 
by the Executive in relation to the Oregon terri- 
tory; pledging to the General Government the sup- 

ort of that State in maintaining the rights of the 
United States to said territory; and declaring their 
assent to the principle of non-interference on the 
part of any foreign nation in the affairs of the 
American continent. 

In submitting the resolutions, Mr. S. remarked 
that they were declaratory only of the views of 
that body from which they emanated, and con- 
tained no instructions to himself or his colleague, 
{Mr. Cuatmers.] This he considered as a high 
compliment, that while the Legislature of his State 
had acted upon the subject, they had left their Sen- 
ators to act independently thereon. Mr. S. wasa 
believer in the right of instruction; and repeated 
his gratification that, on this important question, he 
and his colleague were left free to act according to 
their discretion. He would, however, endeavor to 
carry out the will of his constituency. He re- 
quested that the resolutions should be read, and 
ordered to be printed; and it was so ordered. 

Mr. CHALMERS concurred entirely in the 
views which had been expressed by his colleague, 
amd stated his readiness to yield to the right of in- 
struction. Considering that war was second only 
to national dishonor, so lone as he held a seat 
here, he would do nothing which he thought had 
a tendency to promote the one while it could be 

avoided without tarnishing the other. 


Mr. DICKINSON submitted certain resolutions | 


adopted by the Legislature of the State of New 
York, opposing any reduction of the present rates 
of postage; which were laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The bill concerning collectors and other officers 
of the customs, brought from the House this morn- 
ing for the signature of the Vice President, having 
been reported duly enrolled by the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, the Vice Preswent affixed his 
signature thereto. 

Mr. DIX presented two petitions from citizens 
of Cayuga county, New York, praying the abro- 
gation of certain treaties made with Rehan In- 


| Phebe Pack, widow of a deceased revolutionary 
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JOINT RESOLUTION of notice to Great Britain | dians; which were referred to the Committee on 

to ‘annul and abrogate’’ the convention between || Indian Affairs. 
Great Britain and the United States, of the sixth || 
of August, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, | 


Mr. D. also presented the memorial of several 
citizens holding certificates of claims under the 
Mexican indemnity, asking that their claims may 
be settled; which was referred to the Committee 


on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- || 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
Orazio De Attellis Santangelo, praying the pay- 
ment of the claims of citizens of the United States 
to indemnities for spoliations committed on their 
pro we by the government of Mexico. 

Mr. D. said that, after due consideration, and 
conference with various Senators, he had concluded 
to extend to this memorialist the right of petition, | 
although he did not hold himself responsible for 
the views or justice of the claims set forth in the 
memorial, 

‘The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. . 

Mr. PENNYBACKER pesented additional doc- 
uments in relation to the petition of Roddy Carter; 
which were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented the petition of 


soldier, asking a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on ior dy 

Mr. ASHLEY presented a petition of citizens 
of Arkansas, praying the establishment of a mail- 
route from E] Dorado to Warren, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post | 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ARCHER submitted a petition of citizens 


of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, praying an || 


amendment of the naturalization laws, so as to 
make twenty-one years’ residence the price of 
American suifrage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of 
Samuel Grice, asking to be compensated for a | 
lighter taken from him, and appropriated to the | 
use of the United States; hick was referred to | 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. 8. also presented the memorial of the heir- | 
at-law of William emer: deceased, praying the 
payment of an outstanding final settlement certifi- 
cate, issued under authority of the Continental 
Congress; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BREESE, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce ‘A bill declaring | 
the assent of Congress to allow the State of Illi- 


by the United States in that State, from and after | 
the time of such sale; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, in pursuance of 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce ** A 
bill to provide for the confirmation of certain set- | 
tlement claims in the St. Helena land district, 
Louisiana; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 
be instructed to inquire what further legislation, if 
any, is required to prevent the crime of counter- 
feiting the legal coin of the United States, or utter- 
ing, passing, or having in possession, such coun- 
terfeit coins. 








| 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States | 





be requested to communicate to the Senate, if not || 


incompatible, in his opinion, with the public in- 
terest, a copy of the communication dated 17th 
October, 1845, from the agent of the United States | 
at Mexico, relative to the payment of the fourth | 
and fifth instalments of the Mexican indemnity, 
which is referred to in his last annual Message as | 
having been received at the Department of State 
on the 9th November last; and also all information 





| in his possession relative to said instalments, and | 


to the payment of the indemnity not communicated 
with his message to the Senate of the 3d of Feb- 
ruary, 1845, or received since that time; and iJso, 
all proceedings of the State and Treasury Depart- 
ments in relation to the collection and payment of 
said indemnity, not heretofore communicated. 


Mr. HANNEGAN moved that 50,000 copies of 
the recent message of the President of the 








Feb. 10, 


States, transmitting certain diplomatic correspond. 
| ence in relation to the Oregon territory, delivered 
| to the Senate pemier, be printed for the use of 
| the Senate; which motion lies over. 
The joint resolution of notice to Great Britaj 

| . ° i n 
| for the abrogation of the convention for joint oc. 
| cupation of Oregon, received from the House this 

morning, was taken up, read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee 
| Relations. 
| On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the vote taken 
| yesterday upon concurring in the adverse re 
/upon the petition of Joseph Radcliff, was recon. 
| sidered, and the said report was laid upon the 

table. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval Af. 
| fairs, reported back the bill to authorize the Presj- 

dent to increase the naval establishment of the Uni- 
ted States, by adding thereto the naval establish. 
ment of the late republic of Texas, with an amend- 
_ ment. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 0. 
fice and Post Roads, to whom the subject was re. 
| ferred, reported a bill for the relief of Nathaniel 

Kykendall; which was read, the report was order- 
ed to be printed, and the bill passed to a second 
| reading. 

Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee of Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of Henry Nor- 
thrup, submitted an adverse report; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of Pierre Menard and others, of 
the State of Illinois, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, 
late Indian agent, deceased; which was read a third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. CASS moved that the previous orders be 
postponed, and that the Senate proceed to the spe- 
cial order, the consideration of the joint resolution 
advising the President of the United States to give 
the notice of the abrogation of the convention of 
| August 6th, 1827. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON expressed the hope that 
the Senate would conclude their action upon the 
bill for the augmentation of the naval force of the 


on Foreign 


port 


| United States, before entering upon the discussion 


of the special order. 
Mr. CASS remarked that the special order of 
the day should, in his opinion, be first acted upon, 
as the fate of the naval bill depended much upon 
it; and as this was the day assigned for it, he could 


| see no objection to taking it up. 
nois to impose a tax upon all lands hereafter sold |, 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON again observed that he 
did not desire to postpone the consideration of the 
| Oregon question; but he hoped that the Senator 
{[Mr. Cass] would postpone his motion for the 
present, and in the course of the day the proposed 
subject could be taken up. ; s 

A division being called for on the question “Shall 
the previous order be postponed, in order to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the special order of 
the day?’ resulted, ayes 23, noes 22. So the 
previous orders were postponed. 

The PRESIDENT announced the following 
| several series of resolutions before the Senate for 
debate, to wit: 
| JOINT RESOLUTION advising the President of the Uni- 

ted States to give notice to the Government of Great 

Britain that the Government of the United States will, 

virtue of the second article of the convention of the sixth 

of August, anno Domini eighteen hundred and twenty- 
seven, between the two Governments, relative to the 

Oregon territory, annul and abrogate that convention. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, a 
the President of the United States be, and he is here i} 
advised to give, forthwith, notice to the Government ~d 
Great Britain that the Government of the United States 
will, in virtue of the second article of the convention of the 
sixth of August, anno Domini eighteen hundred and tw <1 
ty-seven, between the United States and Great Britain, yt 
ative to the Oregon territory, and after the —_ il 
twelve months from the day on which such notice sia 
have been received by the Government of Great Britain, 
annul and abrogate that convention. 


Also, the following amendment, reported Jan- 
uary 8, 1846, by the Committee on Foreign ee 
tions: Strike out all after joint resolution, a” 
insert the following: 


To annul and abrogate the convention of the sixth day 0 
August, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, between the 
United “tates of America and Great Britain, relative 





to 
the couftry westward of the Stony or Rocky mountains. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United of America in Congress 3 —_ 
in virtue of the second article of the convention of the six! 
of August, eighteen hundred and twenty seven, peeween 
the United States of America and Great Britain, relative ' 


nited |) the country westward of the Stony or Rocky mountains, 
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the United States of America do now think fit to annul | sition had not been offered as an amendment, but | 
te that convention, and the said convention is 


se 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 





: ; 
and arog inely entirely annulled and abrogated: Pro- | had been merely laid before the Senate for the pur- 1 Torspay, February 10, 1846. / 
~ rhat this resolution shall take effect after the expira- || Pose of having it printed, ll = Te Joernek of: Vestadiae ebstee G02 to: . 
tion of the term of twelve months from the day on which || [A message in writing was received from the || . y y P 


due notice shall have been given to Great Britain of the 


assage of this resolution. And the President of the United | 
States is hereby authorized and required to give such no- || 
tice; and also, at the expiration of said convention, to issue | 


his proclamation setting forth that fact. 


Also the following joint resolution, offered Jan- 


uary 26th, 1846, by Mr. Crirrenpen: 
JOINT RESOLUTION concerning the Oregon territory. 


of October, eighteen hundred and eighteen, between the | 


United States of America and the King of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, for the period of ten years, 
and afterwards indefinitely extended and continued in force, 
hy another convention of the same parties, concluded the 
sixth day of August, 1n the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-seven, it was agreed that any 


| President of the United States.] 
Mr. ALLEN then rose, and opened the debate 


on the question. He stated that, notwithstanding 
sixty-nine years had passed away since the people 
of this country had declared themselves free and 
independent of Great Britain, and sixty-three y>ars 
since Great Britain, by a solemn treaty, had ac- 


: ; | knowledged the act, she still retained possession of 
Whereasyby the convention concluded the twentieth day || 


; an area, on our soil, of eight hundred miles square, 


where her laws were enforced. For twenty-eight 
years our Government had been endeavoring to in- 
duce her to withdraw the exercise of her jurisdic- 
tion from that portion of territory, and now the 


|| President has informed us, in his annual Message, 


proved. 
Mr. KENNEDY, from the Committee on En- 


| rolled Bills, reported corvect the bill in relation to 


collectors and other officers of the customs. 

Mr. RATHBUN rose for some purpose; but 
was not heard by the reporter. 

Mr. McKAY called for the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER, by leave, presented the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in obedience to the act to carry into 
effect the treaties concluded by the Chickasaw 
tribe of Indians, on the 20th of October, 1832, 
and the 24th of May, 1834, a statement of the re- 


country that may be claimed by either party on the north- 
. west coast of America, westward of the Stony or Rocky || We are therefore now called on to adopt measures 
. mountains, now commonly called the Oregon territory, 


vwould, together With its harbors, bays, and creeks, and the || enforce and secure our rights, and protect our 
navigation of all rivers within the same, be “ free and open” | citizens who have gone thither as settlers. On the 
to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of the two Powers; }| subject of the validity of our title, we stand com- 
. but without preyudice to any claim which either of the |) mitted before the world by a variety of acts and cir- 
| parties might have to any part of the said country; _ — cumstances, and it has now devolved on us to show table. 
nis further provision, in the second article of the said con- || ee - F os f tter fr » Secretary : AS 
= . i | that we have sufficient nerve to defend our claim. \ letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 


vention of the sixth of August, eighteen hundred and twen- r 0 Se . oe 2 = . 
1 ty-seven, that either party might abrogate and annul said || Mr. -_ then took a view of the position taken transmitting, in pursuance to the resolution of the 


convention, on giving due notice of twelve months to the 


spective funds during the past year required to be 
kept for the objects specified in said treaties; and 
also an exhibit of the sales of land in the Chicka- 
saw cession during the last year, together with a 
statement of the investments heretofore made; 
which letter and statements were laid upon the 


PREG LIOR 


that all negotiations to that end have proved vain. 


oe 


ry 
i 
FS 


divided alleziance of its American and British population, | Le. each article respectively; which letter and state- 
e and of the confusion and conflict of national jurisdictions, | Subpugate the whole human race, and to which all ment esata laid : on the olde 
{ dangerous to the cherished peace and good understanding of || the lovers of freedom look to avert the establish- ee ee ee ce , : 
ger oe | . ; A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
5 the two countries : ment of the monarchical system over the entire | ,.°" . F , 
d With a view, therefore, that steps be taken for the abro- 1 world ting, in compliance with the act passed March 2d, 
ation of the said convention of the sixth of August, eighteen || at : . . 1803, an abstract of the returns of the militia of 
saver ae and twenty-seven, in the mode prescribed in its || It is the fact of this powerful confederation being i sin Milicaiiden eimai Wesettentn allt dha Whence ee : 
e ! ; . . . > || all the States and Territories of the United States, i 
second article, and that the attention of the Governments of || in existence, and thus operating, which renders it | ©. ie ae Shp eee i oo 5 
- both countries may be the more earnestly and immediately || necessary for us to prepare our energies to meet || with their arms, accoutrements, and ammunition; a 
n directed to renewed efforts for the settlement of all their dif- | d i their effort i dade oak enna teee which letter and abstract were referred to the Com- ph 
. ferences and disputes in respect to said territory: — || and repe tes ae ‘4 —— — And if = mittee on the Militia. 4 
f Resolved by the Senate and Hasne of Repreventatioes of the || WaT Must be expected to come upon Us. And if we A message from the President of the United i 
United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, That the || bring it on ourselves by seeking to defend our St: | 5 ree ane eee ae 1; . a 
President of the United States be, and he is hereby, author- | pichts on our own soil, we may expect to be sus- | * tates, heretofore received, was read, and is as fol- | 
it ized, at his discretion, to give to the British Government | sotead by the approbation of all anni onais lows: 
the notice required by its said second article for the abro- || ) t : i 5 “te ds ee a . 
. gation of the said convention of the sixth of August,eighteen || He charged Great Britain with having com. Te the House of Representatives of the United States: 
e —— a: so eee in || menced throwing difficulties not only in the way I communicate herewith, in answer to the reso- 
n order to afford ampler time and opportunity for the amica- || alae : " : mrene we | 
ble settlement and adjustment of all their differences and | of our possession oe but poo -_ of our oem of = — _ Re prese ee pe 
of disputes in respect to said territory, said notice ought not || Prosperity, from the moment when the treaty || of December last, the report of the Secretary 0 
| to be given till after the close of the present session of || of peace, in 1783, was signed, by her outrages State, enclosing copies of correspondence between 
o be g I p ’ ’ ene y ne ene roe = eat 
’ Congress. on our commerce, and the interposition of fic- | this Government and Great Britain, within the last 
4 Also, the following resolutions, submitted by || titious, frivolous, and vexatious claims; thus pro- | two years, in relation to the Washington treaty, 
, Mr. HanneGan: | voking the war which afterwards took place. He and particularly in relation to the free navigation 
Resolved, That the country included within the parallels || then proceeded to notice the manner in which the | of the river St. John’s, and in relation to the dis- 
- of 42 and 54 degrees 40 minutes north latitude, and extending | most exciting questions in dispute had been eva- | puted territory fund named in said treaty; and also 
” from the Rocky mountains to the Pacific ocean, known as || ded and postponed by British diplomatists; and | the accompanying copies of documents filed in the 
or the Territory of Oregon, is the property, and part and parcel va . 
| of the United States. | among these the settlement of the Oregon ques- || Department of State, which embrace the corres- 
- Resolved, That there exists no power in this Government || tion. That question public opinion now impera- | pondence and information called for by the said 
{ aoe po n this G q I pin } I , 7 
” . transfer = = and row! oe of its mies the | tively called on us to settle, and if we neglect to || resolution. JAMES K. POLK. 
ominion, authority, control, and subjection of an oreign ; r rres r} > ® 
all price, state, or sovereignty. ’ yioreign || settle it now, the neiat “Vongress will be compelled Ordered, That the said message be referred to 
aid Resolved, That the abandonment or surrender of any por- | to advance beyond 54° 40’. | the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
of i caus tie inner ee ee shendonpent Whether the notice we are now called on, by Mr. HAMLIN asked leave to present a memo- 
e B < e > 28 res 2 | ; . , x =e e e . e 
he American people : © best interests of the || the joint resolution before us, to give to Great || rial in relation to the construction of a railroad to 
‘ ’ Ales. that i ; i fe a Britain, will lead to war or not, he did not pretend | Orecon Objected to 
f Tins jo |} , seth . 7 ‘ _ . “s : : 
ng dae ae cimevaais dabbaisiad Yep te | tosay. It was a question not to be taken at all The SPEAKER said the first business in order 
be Cc »Y . a musee Sy “r- |) into our view in the consideration of the subject. | would be the call for reports from committees. 
ALHOUN: ; Mr. MANGUM here requested permission to 0 ‘ f Mr. SEABORN JONES 
Strike out all after the word resolved, and insert: put a question to the Senator from Ohio n motion of Mr. ShABORL ae 
ni- i i 1 , Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and 
ni That the President of the United States has the power, by || Mr. ALLEN yielded the floor for that purpose. o ; : 
eat and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to make | Mr. M ANGUM asked if there was not, in the Means be discharged from the consideration of so 
yin treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senate present concur. || : d . Sek 1 4 alia, much of the estimates of appropriation as relates 
xth Resolved, That the power of making treaties embraces | Suppressed correspondence between Lor« 9eF- || to the expenses of the mission to China. and that 
ity- that of settling and fixing boundaries between the territories | deen and Mr. McLane, a passage admitting that | . b fet d to the C. . F A ffni 
the and possessions of the United States and those of other || the giving of the notice, on our part, would not be it be referred to the ommittee on Foreign £ airs. 
sof eee conflicting claims between them in ref- |! considered as offensive to Great Britain ? Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
hat Resolved, That however clear their claims may be, in || _Mr.ALLEN replied, thatas the honorable Sena- | made adverse reper upon = ae of a 
by, their opinion, to the country included within the paralicls || tor had put a question to him to which he himself | Wilson, Henry Disbrow, and G. T. Beyer; which 
ua Se —— 40 minutes north latitude, and || [Mr. Manevm] was as capable of giving answer | reports were laid upon the table. 
ate extending from the Rocky mountains to i i; . . ‘ TIT 
‘the eer eee y - ee epee cam | as he (Mr. A.) was, it entirely superseded the ne- |= On motion of Mr. DANIEL, ‘ 
ren- have long existed, conflicting claims to the possession of the || Cessity of any reply. | . Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
gt same between them und Great Britain, the adjustment of | Mr. ALLEN then proceeded to lay down the charged from the consideration of the petition of 
hall oni és aed ge of negotiation be- |) position that Great Britain would not dare to go | John Lee, and that it be referred to the Committee 
ain, Resolved, therefore, That the President of the United | tO & contest with this country, single-handed; | on Accounts. < 
States has rightfully the power under the Constitution, by not on account of any want of courage in her peo- = Mr. D. also, from the same committee, made a 
‘an- — = the advice and consent of the Senate, provided || ple, or wisdom in her statesmen. Both of these report upon the case of Langtree & Jenkins, ac- 
ela- by eee ag bt yy meng mame pay welch gn an || she possessed in perfection. But her statesmen companied by a bill for their relief; which was 
and tory, by fixing a boundary between their respective pos- || WeT€ wise enough to understand her true interests, _ read twice and committed. : 
sessions, || and they never undertook a measure without look- | Mr. GORDON, from the same committee, re- 
ry of ana That the President of the United States, in re- | ing through it to its results. | ported bills of the following titles, viz: 
nthe extablite ome the pr poe ees ee er ee | e was about to give his reasons for the asser- A bill for the relief of J. R. Williams; 
fe to the two ers ; : ; |, tion that Great Britain would not dare to go into |__ A bill for the relief of A. A. Jones; accompanied 
ins. countries to the said territory, did not abandon the || $ : ‘ , 
< honor, the character, or the best interests of the American } such a war single-handed, when he gave waz, and, by a report in each case; which bills were read 
That, oe — the power vested in him by the Constitu- || On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, | twice, and committed. 
sixth ue ie Same | The Senate adjourned. Mr. G. also, from the same committee, made an 
ween tr. MANGUM, when the Secretary was about | [A full report of Mr. ALLEN’s speech, when | adverse report upon the petition of G. A. Knight; 
be 0 read his amendment, suggested that his propo- || concluded, will appear in our Appendix.] which was laid upon the table. 


other contracting party : : 
And whereas it has now become desirable that the re- 


than need be remain subject to the evil consequences of the 


| which regulatec 
spective claims of the United States and Great Britain should || against the spirit of liberty.on which our institu- 
be definitely settled, and that said territory may no longer || tions are founded. 





by the leading powers of Europe, and the feeling 
their course; directed as it was, 


It is this free republic of ours 
which forms the only obstacle to their wishes to 


House of Representatives of the 22d January last, 
a statement exhibiting the quantity and value of 


| merchandise imported free, and subject to duty, 


during the year ending 30th June, 1845; and also 
the rate and amount of duty which acerued on 
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mittee, made an adverse report upon the case of || 
the heirs of Hugh Hughes, and also upon the case | 
of John White; which were laid upon the table. 
Mr. R. also, from the same committee, reported | 
bills of the following titles, viz: | 
A bill for the relief of Jacob L. Vance; 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of | 
William Bunce, deceased; 
A bill for the relief of the executors of J. Norris, || 
deceased; accompanied by a report in each case; | 
which bills, were read and committed, 
Mr. LEAKE, from the Committee of Claims, | 
made a report upon the case of the legal represent 
atives of Farrow & Harris, accompanied by a bill 
for their relief; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 
Mr. L. also, from the same committee, made an || 
adverse report upon the case of James Hampson ; 
which was laid upon the table. 


On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be | 
discharged from the consideration of the petitions | 
of citizens of the State of Ohio for a naval depot 
at Toledo, and that they be referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Naval Affairs. Also, from the petitions 
of citizens of New York, for the improvement of 
the F’ox and Wisconsin rivers, in Wisconsin, and | 
that they be referred to the Committee on Public | 
Lands. 


Mr. TIBBATTS, from the Committee on Com- | 
merce, made a report upon the case of Robert H. 
Norris, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
bill was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, by leave, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution ; which was read, and laid over: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate to this House all the information in his pos- 
session respecting the present condition and use of 
Fort Dearborn, at Chicago, Ilinois, and whether, 
without injury to the public service, the said fort 
could not be converted into a marine hospital for 
the benefit of seamen on Lake Michigan; a’.d that 
he procure from the officers in charge an estimate 
of the expense thereof, with an opinion whether 
lands reserved for military purposes near suid fort 
could not be sold without public inconveniznce or 
detriment, to raise the amount necessary to meci 
such expenses; and also, as to the expediency of || 
establishing a marine hospital at that place; and 
also,as to the expediency of selling the site of said 
fort entirely, for the purpose of applying the pro- 
ceeds to the purchase of grounds further without 
the business portion of said city. 

Mr. RELFE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made areport upon the petition of the 
heirs or legal representatives of John Smith, T, 
accompanied by a bill to grant pre-emption rights 
to the said heirs; which bill was read twice and || 
committed. 

Mr. HUNT, from the same committee, made a 
report upon the case of Charles McKenzie, accom- | 
panied by a bill for his relief; which bill was read || 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. ASHMUN, from the same committee, to | 
which was referred the bill from the Senate en- 
titled ** An act for the relief of David T. Williams, 
of Pope county, in the State of Arkansas,”’ re- 
rorted the same without amendment, accompanied 
by a report in writing. 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 


Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
the memorial of the Bank of the Metropolis, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the Bank of the Me- 
tropolis: which was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. McILVAINE, from the committee on the | 
Post Office and Post Roads, made a report upon 
the case of S. B. Hays, accompanied by a joint 
resolution for his relief ; which resolution was read 
twice, and committed. . 

Mr. Mel., also, from the same committee, made 
a report upon the case of Sellers & Pennock, ac- || 
companied by a joint resolution for their relief; 
which resolution was read twice and committed. | 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made a report upon the petition of Dan- 
iel D. Tompkins, deceased, accompanied by a bill || 
for his relief; which bill was read twice, and com- || 
mitted. 

Mr. R., also, from the same committee, to which 


|| army or navy, or as attached to either, and em- 


| either of said departments, or more than the sala- 


| ry or wages due for supposed services, or in con- 


| and the character in which suc 


| vice, and the aggregate of such receipts. 


_ tions of John McLaughlin and Marcus Spaulding; 


| for their relief; which bill was read twice, and come || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


; Mr. J A. ROCKWELL, from the same com- | was referred the petition of Abraham Horback, 





reported a bill for his relief; which bill was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, pore the following resolution; which | 
was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War and the 
Secretary of the Navy be, and they are hereby, re- || 
quested to report to this House, as early as practi- 
cable, whether any oflicer of the — or navy, or 
any person or persons connected with the army or | 
navy, and who is or are receiving, or have been | 
receiving a salary or wages as such officer of the | 


ployed in any office, clerkship, or labor, or oc- | 
cupation in or about or connected with the War | 
or Navy Departments; and if any, how employ- | 
ed; and whether they are receiving more than one | 
salary, or more than the wages due for services in | 


sequence of their connexion with eithey the army 
or navy; the names of all such persons, and their 
grade of office, and the amount of any such salary | 
or salaries, or wages received by any such person, 
1 persons received 
the same, and how much for each said several ser- || 


Mr. BIGGS, from the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, made an unfavorable report upon the peti- 
tion of William and Joseph Wilcox, sureties of | 
Martin Wilcox; which report was laid upon the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be discharged from the consideration of the 
petition of Elizabeth Taylor, widow of Jacob Tay- | 
lor, and that it be laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. GRIDER, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Claims be discharged from the consideration of the 
petition of Margaret and Agnes Bingham, heirs-at- 
law of Thomas Armor, and that it be laid upon the | 
table. | 

Mr. G. also, from the same committee, made a | 
report upon the petition of the heirs of Marshal 
De Rochambeau, accompanied by a bill for their 
relief; which bill was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. G. also presented the petition of citizens of 
Bowling Green, Kentucky, praying appropriations | 
for a National Armory and Foundry at Fort Mas- 
sac; which petition was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


Mr. CLARKE, from the Committee on Revo- | 
lutionary Claims, made adverse reports upon the 
petitions of Henry A. Livingston and the ciiee of | 
Seth Chapin; which reports were laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, made adverse reports upon the 


ti- || 


which reports were laid upon the table. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of the | 
heirs and legal representatives of Cyrus Turner, | 
reported a bill for their relief; which bill was read || 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, made an adverse report upon the petition | 
of P. Prescott; which report was laid upon the 
table. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Af- | 
fairs be discharged from the consideration of the 
petition of citizens of the State of Vermont rela- | 
tive to a congress of nations, and that it be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. YELL, from the Committeee on Military | 
Affairs, to which was referred so much of the re- || 
port of the Secretary of War, accompanying the | 
President’s Message, as relates to a national found- 
ry, together with petitions upon the subject; made | 
a report thereon, accompanied by a bill for the es- || 


tablishment of national foundries; which bill was | 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. Y. also, from the same committee, made a | 
report upon the petition of Gad Humphreys and || 
George Centre, of Florida, accompanied by a bill || 





mitted. 4 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the petition of certain per- 
sons in New Vork who served as a band of mu- | 


| derson; whic 


| as, of E. 








sic attached to the nineteenth regiment and eley. 
enth a and fourteenth division of New York 
militia during the last year; which report was laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. JAMES A. BLACK, from the Committee 
on the Militia, to which the subject was referred 
reported a bill to provide for the establishmen; 
of national foundries, accompanied by a report in 
se which bill was eal twice and commit. 
ted. 

Mr. MACLAY, from the Committee on Nayal 
Affairs, made a report upon the case ofshe heirs 
of John Paul Jones, accompanied by a bill for 
their relief; which bill was read twice and com. 
mitted. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made 
a er upon the petition of Samuel T. Anderson 
of the city of Baltimore, accompanied by a bij 
for his relief; which bill was read twice, and com. 
mitted. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse ce upon the petition of John P. An. 

was laid upon the table. 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the same committee 
made a report upon the petition of H. D. Johnaon, 
accompanied by a bill for his relief; which bill 
was read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Territories be 
discharged from the consideration of the petitions 
and memorials relative to the admission of Texas 


| into the Union, and that they be laid upon the table, 


Mr. GOODYEAR, from’ the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made an adverse report upon the 
om of Charles Cartwrite; which report was 
aid upon the table. 

Mr. G. also, from the same committee, made a 
report upon the petition of Roswell Hall, accom- 
panied by a bill to increase his pension; which bill 
was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. MOULTON, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, made a report upon the petition of 
David H. Warren, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which bill was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports upon the petitions of Seneca Thom- 
eming, of T. Dresser, and of David 
Ladd; which reports were laid upon the table. 

Mr. R. SMITH, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill to provide for comple- 
ting the Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, In- 
diana, and Illinois, to Jefferson city, in Missouri, 


|, accompanied by a report in writing; which bill 


was read twice, and committed. 


Mr. STROHM, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was read 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a memorial signed by citizens of 
Jeffersonville, in the State of Indiana, in relation 
to the construction of a canal around the falls of 
the Ohio river, at Louisville, be printed for the use 
of the members. 

Mr. SYKES, from the Committee on Patents, 
made a report upon the petition of J. Shaw, ac- 
companied by a bill for his relief; which bill was 


| read twice, and committed. 


Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported bills of the fol- 


lowing titles, viz: A bill for the relief of Peter 


Rife; a bill for the relief of Martha Clark; accom- 
panied by a report in each case; which bills were 
read twice and committed. : 
Mr. BARRINGER, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of Mary 
E. Thompson; which was laid upon the table. 
Mr. ATKINSON, from the same committee, 
made a report upon the case of George Roush, ac- 


| companied by a bill for his relief; which bill was 


read twice and committed. 
On motion of Mr. A., , 
Ordered, That the same committee be discharged 
from the consideration of the petition of Lucy 


| Johnson, and that it be laid upon the table. 


Mr. SEAMAN, from the same committee, Te 
ported bills of the following titles; viz: A bill for 
the relief of Patrick Kelly, sen.; a bill for the re- 
lief of Frederick Hopkins; accompanied by a re- 
port in each case; which bills were read twice, and 
committed. 

Mi. JENKINS, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports upon 
the petitions of Nancy Child, Seth Overton, and 








